June 30, 2000

Dear Dr. Saint-Germain and Campus Assessment Committee members,

Re: Proposal for an Assessment of Student Learning Grant

This letter states my intent to start an assessment project on student learning in the Fall 2000 semester. The focus course of my proposal is Linguistics 593: Practicum in Teaching English as a Second Language.

General Goals

1. To explore multiple forms of authentic assessment measures, such as journals, lesson plans, and instructor observation, that assess the full range of essential student learning outcomes and provide useful information for instructional planning; and

2. To promote student-directed assessment measures, such as self-assessment, which include students in the evaluation process.

Specific Objectives

1. To identify student learning outcomes that LING 593 students are to obtain and which will be most effectively assessed with authentic and student-directed assessment measures;

2. To collect examples of authentic and student-directed assessment measures that are consistent with the student learning outcomes of LING 593 from books, articles, workshops, conferences, and test publishers;

3. To adapt existing authentic and student-directed assessment measures that measure LING 593 students’ attainment of the anticipated learning outcomes, ant to develop new ones when necessary;

4. To try out the authentic and student-directed assessment measures with LING 593 students and see how students respond and how they explain and justify their responses; and

5. To review the authentic and student-directed assessment measures and make adjustments or changes if students are consistently unable to respond to certain forms or items.

Importance of the Project

This proposed assessment project will:

1. Use authentic and student-directed assessment to find out what LING 593 students know or can do rather than emphasizing the assessment of discrete skills that do not represent what and how students learn;

2. Make assessment reflect LING 593 students’ learning, achievement, motivation, and attitudes on instructionally relevant classroom activities; and

3. Improve teaching and learning of the LING 593 course as an end result.

Budget Plan

A three-unit assigned time in the Fall 2000 semester funded by an Assessment of Student Learning Grant will provide me the time much needed to explore multiple forms of authentic and student-directed assessment measures and complete Specific Objectives 1, 2, and 3 of this project. In the Spring 2001 semester, I shall be responsible for implementing these measures for assessment of LING 593 students’ learning outcomes and completing Specific Objects 4 and 5.

Sincerely,

Xiaoping Liang, Ph.D.

Department of Linguistics

College of Liberal Arts

Tel: (562) 985-8509

E-mail: xliang@csulb.edu
