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ACADEMIC SENATE 

MINUTES

MEETING 10
March 8, 2012  
2:00-4:00 p.m. in PSY-150

1. The meeting was called to order at 2:03 p.m.

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Approved by unanimous consent. 
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

3.1 Academic Senate Minutes of February 23, 2012. Approved by unanimous consent.
4. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS

4.1 Executive Committee
4.1.1 Announcements 


Nilufer Medora from CHHS won the Outstanding Professor Award. 
4.2 Nominating Committee: Report from the Chair
Learning Assistance Center Advisory Committee: 

Beth Eldon, CNSM 
Florence Newberger, CNSM

GEGC: Peter Kreysa, CHHS (replacing Tony Sinay) 
The nominations were approved by unanimous consent. 
4.3 Councils

4.3.1 Status of Policies before the Senate: Consent Calendar: None
5. REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES: None
6. SPECIAL ORDERS
6.1 Admissions Planning Report, Vice Provost David Dowell (TIME CERTAIN: 3:30 p.m.)

Presentation can be found at:  
http://www.csulb.edu/divisions/aa/planning_enrollment/proposed_admissions/
7. OLD BUSINESS
7.1 Minor in Finance (AS-854-11/CEPC/URC)—SECOND READING (TIME CERTAIN: 2:10 p.m.)

A vote on the minor was taken:

Yes: 48
No: 1

The minor passed.
7.2 Policy on Student Evaluation of Teaching (AS-870-11/FPPC)—SECOND READING

Section 2: Senator Miles made the amendments. They were seconded by Senator O’Connor. 
Senator Miles explained that his amendments were based on questions faculty have asked him and felt it necessary to clarify the section on the amount of classes required for student evaluations. He also included language describing the selection of courses to be evaluated. This language is in sync with the Collective Bargaining Agreement (CBA). Clarification about the procedure on campus regarding how many classes are evaluated was provided. Senator Kelly Janousek had a concern when there are not enough students in a course to be a significant source to the data collected. Discussion ensued about the need to avoid writing policy for all exceptions. Senator Miles defended his amendments as a good compromise between writing for all exceptions and allowing flexibility. After further discussion, a vote on the amendment presented by Senator Miles was taken:

Yes: 49

No: 3

Section 2 of the policy: Senator Smith suggested to strike “every semester” and add “annually” to assure clarification and consistency. The motion received a second.  Discussion ensued regarding the need to have more classes evaluated for formative purposes; the issue of the Collective Bargaining Agreement setting a minimum (i.e., a floor); and what number of classes being evaluated is optimal. 

A vote on the amendment was taken:

Yes: 12

No: 41

This amendment did not pass. 

Section 3 of the policy: Senator H. Nguyen made an amendment to add “self-reported GPA of the student” to the items included in the evaluation. The motion received no second.

Section 4: Senator Miles moved to strike “If in the course of the review…” and replace with “The department chair may discuss areas of concern with …” He then explained that he wants this change so that the language can prompt chairs to have conversations to be able to discuss these matters. Senator Klink seconded this amendment. Senator Soni asked how issues will be handled if a faculty were to complain anonymously. Provost Para said that an investigation will follow depending on the nature of the complaint. 
A vote on the amendment was taken:

Yes: 45

No: 7

Kelly Janousek asked for clarification of the nature of the “data” in this section. Senator Fisher stated that as they wrote the policy, they understood “data” to mean statistical summaries. The Senate entered a brief recess to have a consultation with AVP Harbinger, who was not present. 
Senator Colburn moved to strike “data” and add “the summarized results of closed-ended items.” The motion was seconded. Discussion ensued about the benefits of including closed-ended items in the RTP process vs. including all data (closed and open ended responses) in that process. 
Senator Fradella moved to go into committee of the whole for one minute for a straw poll on the issue. His motion was seconded. Chair Vollendorf moved this by unanimous consent. The straw poll was taken:

A: Support all data vote for RTP purposes: 22 

B: Vote for closed data only: 26

The body came out of committee of the whole.
A vote on the Colburn amendment was taken:

Yes: 30 

No: 17

The amendment passed. 

Senator Miles suggested in the same section that “statistical summaries” be changed to “the summarized results of closed-ended…” The motion passed by unanimous consent. 
A vote on the policy was taken:

Yes: 44

No: 4

The policy passed. 

7.3 Policy on Requirements for Master’s Degrees (AS-821-10/CEPC)—SECOND READING 
This policy was not discussed. It will be discussed in the next Academic Senate meeting. 

8. NEW BUSINESS: None

9. ADJOURNMENT












