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ACADEMIC SENATE 

MINUTES
MEETING 9

February 23, 2012  

2:00-4:00 p.m. in PSY-150

1. CALL TO ORDER

Meeting was called to order at 2:04pm

2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

The agenda was approved by unanimous consent with no objections. 

3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES


3.1 Academic Senate Minutes of February 9, 2012

Approved, no changes needed.

4. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS

4.1 Executive Committee

4.1.1 Announcements 

Senator Vollendorf announced that Senator Soni was the only senator nominee for the ASCSU. No other nominations were made on the floor. Senator Soni spoke briefly to his nomination. All tenured and tenured-track faculty will receive an electronic ballot soon. 

4.2 Nominating Committee: Report from the Chair

Senator Lorin Johnson moved the following nominations on behalf of the Nominating Committee:  

Campus Calendar Committee: Robert Frear, COTA 

University Awards Committee (one semester replacement) Susan Gomez-Zwiep, CNSM

Committee on Athletics: Jared Stallones, CED

All of these nominations were approved unanimously by the Senate.

4.3 Councils

4.3.1 Status of Policies before the Senate: Consent Calendar: None

5. REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES: None

6. SPECIAL ORDERS: 

6.1 Report of the President (TIME CERTAIN: 2:05-2:15 p.m.)

Provost Para reiterated President Alexander’s budget message and responded to questions about the severity of the budget crisis. Provost Para addressed some of the possible mitigations the campus might make if the Governor’s fall budget initiative does not pass. He also indicated that more information might be forthcoming sometime after March 8.

6.2 Report of the CFA (TIME CERTAIN: 2:15-2:20 p.m.)

Senator O’Connor made two CFA announcements and encouraged faculty to participate in these events as well as to attend the Budget Road Shows: 
1. Thursday, March 1, there will be a student rally called Occupy Education in the upper quad at noon. 

2. The Summit on the Future of Higher Education Problems and Solutions will be held on March 7 in the Karl Anatol Center at 5 p.m. 

7. OLD BUSINESS

7.1 Department of Educational Leadership Proposal (AS-869/11-EC)—SECOND READING (TIME CERTAIN: 2:25 p.m.)

Chair Vollendorf opened floor to questions about the proposal: None. 

A vote on the proposal was taken:

Yes: 49

No: 4

The Department of Educational Leadership Proposal passed. 

7.2 Faculty Awards Policy PS11-04 (AS-845-10/FPPC)—SECOND READING

The first amendment was in section 4.4: Senator Fisher’s amendment to strike all mentions throughout the document providing samples of previous award applications.  Senator Fisher stated there are issues with confidentiality. Senator Fradella seconded this motion and there were no objections from the floor.  The amendment passed by unanimous consent.
Section 5.0, line 84: Senator Fisher requested to amend the document by adding: “normally there are no more than three awards granted annually”. The amendment was seconded by Senator O’Connor. Senator Fisher stated the University Awards Committee recommended this change to the policy. They believe it should have an indication of a number of awards given but also wanted the option to give more awards if necessary. Discussion about the amendment ensued. 
A vote on the amendment was taken:

Yes: 45

No: 12

The amendment passed.

Amendment in section 6.0 for Teaching Awards. Senator Fisher requested to amend the document by adding: “normally there are no more than three awards granted annually”. Senator O’Connor seconded it. 

A vote on the amendment was taken:

Yes: 45

No: 11

The amendment passed. 

Section 7.1: Senator Fisher moved to amend the document by adding: “normally there are no more than three awards granted annually”. Senator O’Connor seconded. 

A vote on the amendment was taken:

Yes: 45

No: 10

The amendment passed. 

Section 8.1: Senator Fisher requested to amend the document by adding the word “normally ” to the sentence.

A vote on the amendment was taken:

Yes: 49

No: 7

The amendment passed.

8.2 Early Career Excellence Award: Senator Fisher’s amendment is to strike “assistant” and to add “Tenured-Track”. Senator Hempel-Lamer seconded this amendment. Discussion about the amendment ensued.
A vote on the amendment was taken:

Yes: 51

No: 6

The amendment passed.

Section 8.4:  Carl Fisher moved to change sentence to add “at least one example of achievement should be included to each of the areas of professional responsibility.” This amendment was seconded. Senator Fisher said this was suggested by the University Awards Committee because applicants are somewhat imbalanced on how they presented themselves. Senator Fisher moved to also state the amendment in section 8.5. Some discussion about the amendment ensued and Senator Fisher reiterated that this also was an amendment suggested by the University Awards Committee. Senator Kearney provided some language clarification, which was accepted as friendly.

A vote on the amendment was taken:

Yes: 55 

No: 2

The amendment passed.

The entire policy then was voted upon:
Yes: 55

No: 2

The policy passed.  

8. NEW BUSINESS


8.1 Minor in Finance (AS-854-11/CEPC/URC)—FIRST READING (TIME CERTAIN: 2:40 p.m.)

Time certain moved to: 2:25pm. Item was moved to the floor for approval and seconded.

Senator Le, Chair of the Finance Department in the College of Business, provided a brief explanation of the new minor, and questions and comments ensued. The new minor will return as a second reading at the next Senate meeting. 

8.2 Policy on Student Evaluation of Teaching (AS-870-11/FPPC)—FIRST READING

Senator Fisher spoke on behalf of FPPC after moving the policy to the floor and getting a second. Senator Fisher said that policy number 80-01 is a 30 year old policy. The FPPC worked within the framework of the old policy, the Collective Bargaining Agreement, and changes in evaluation processes throughout higher education.  Senator Fisher answered questions about the terminology used in the policy and the fact that student comments currently only are sent to the faculty member and not the chair. Numerous questions arose regarding the Collective Bargaining Agreement, the language about how many classes get evaluated, and who gets to see the written comments. 
8.3 Policy on Requirements for Master’s Degrees (AS-821-10/CEPC)—FIRST READING 


Chair of CEPC, Chris Brazier, moved the policy to the floor. After it was seconded, he spoke to the policy, indicating that it brings together many existing policies, Title V requirements, and proposed changes (such as the timing of catalog rights; the addition of a section on concurrent Master’s degrees; and one on second Master’s). Discussion and questions ensued. Senators were reminded that amendments are due at 5 p.m. the week before a Senate meeting.
9. ADJOURNMENT
3:55 p.m.











