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ACADEMIC SENATE 

MINUTES
MEETING 5
November 17, 2011 2:00-4:00 p.m.

Towner Auditorium - PSY 150

1. CALL TO ORDER

The meeting was called to order at 2:01 p.m.
2. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
The agenda was approved by unanimous consent.
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

3.1 Academic Senate Minutes of October 20, 2011

The minutes of the October 20th meeting were approved by unanimous consent. 
4. REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES AND COUNCILS

4.1 Executive Committee
4.1.1 Announcements 


Chair Vollendorf announced that it was Johna Alexander’s last meeting with the Senate before going to a new position as CSUDH. Chair Vollendorf thanked her for her exemplary service.

Chair Vollendorf thanked the Senate for its participation in this year’s retreat and shared preliminary feedback.  Feedback will be posted to the Senate website and will be discussed at Exec, including evaluation of how to prioritize and consider implementation. 
4.2 Nominating Committee: Report from the Chair
Senator Sciortino, Chair of the Nominating Committee, notified the Senate that Senator Banuett would be representing the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics on the Nominating Committee. 
She moved following nominations:

· International Education Committee

· Stephen Adams,  CED


· University Student Union Board of Directors

· Chris Karadjov,  CLA

· Faculty representative to the Senate of the Associated Students, Inc.

· Dina Perrone, CHHS

There being no objections, the slate was approved by unanimous consent.  Chair Vollendorf noted that Professor Perrone’s agreement to serve is still pending.
4.3 Councils

4.3.1 Status of Policies before the Senate: Consent Calendar: 

4.3.1.1 M.S. in Geographic Information Science (AS-849-11/CEPC/URC) – FIRST READING
4.3.1.2 Name Change: Hospitality Foodservice and Hotel Management to Hospitality Management. (AS-851-11/CEPC) – FIRST READING
4.3.1.3 Discontinuance: Certificate in Foodservice Systems Administration (AS-858-11/CEPC/URC) – FIRST READING
The items on the consent calendar received their first reading.

5. REPORT OF SPECIAL COMMITTEES: None
6. SPECIAL ORDERS 
6.1 Report of President Alexander (TIME CERTAIN: 2:05-2:15 p.m.)

President Alexander discussed the impact of the projected 13 billion dollar revenue shortfall and its impact on public education including the decision by the trustees to increase tuition. He also commented on the incidents at the Chancellor’s office on November 16 and responded to questions about the impact on University Police.  He characterized much of the emotion generated at yesterday’s protests as understandable, but misguided frustration and there was a brief discussion on the current political climate. He congratulated the Men’s Basketball, Women’s Volleyball and Women’s Soccer teams on their recent victories.
6.2 Report of the CFA (TIME CERTAIN: 2:15-2:20 p.m.)

Senator O’Connor spoke on behalf of CFA President Yamada.  He updated the Senate about faculty participation in an informational picketing that took place on campus on the15th. He reminded the Senate about the action taking place at CSUDH today. He urged strong participation in the Union. He also urged faculty to lead conversations in their communities to inform the public about the impact of the budget shortfalls on public services and public education.
7. OLD BUSINESS
7.1 Policy on Academic Progress Rules (AS-855-11/CEPC) – SECOND READING
There being no discussion, amendments, or objection, the question was called.  The vote on the 2nd reading was:
Yes: 40 
No: 3 
Abstain: 4

The Policy was approved. 

7.2 General Education Policy 08-00 Revisions (AS-830-10/CEPC) - SECOND READING (TIME CERTAIN: 3:10 p.m.)
Discussion of the policy resumed. 
Senator S. Thomas moved to reconsider section 5.3 (Distribution Requirement: Category C: Arts and Humanities).  The motion was seconded. Senator Miles objected so the motion was put to a vote. Chair Vollendorf informed the Senate that according to Robert’s Rules a motion to reconsider requires only a simple majority. 
Senator S. Thomas spoke to his motion. He said the ASI senate passed a resolution to oppose the changes. He yielded his time to ASI Senator Jorge Soriano to inform the Senate concerning the contents of the resolution.  Mr. Soriano stated that the approved changes to Category C  lacked pedagogical guidance, was a move to ease over quality, and from generalized to specialized. There was concern that it could lead to grade inflation since the changes make it easier for students to take courses in their comfort zone.  He urged the Senate to return to the 2008 G.E. pattern.
Senator L. Nguyen yielded her time to ASI Senator Jason Neas.  He stated that the old pattern focused on language skills and the change did no favors for students in remediation courses who need reinforcement of their language skills. 

Senator Miles spoke to his objection.  He rejected the claim that the change was a move to ease over quality and argued that courses in the arts (Art History in particular) are effective in stressing  rhetorical skills, critical thinking and writing skills.  The change was in alignment with Title V and is identical to approaches to category C already in place at other CSU campuses.   The change had been passed by a large majority at the last meeting, which had more complete attendance.
Senator Klink spoke in support of the motion to reconsider. She felt there had not been sufficient discussion of the change.  Senator Fisher also supported the motion to reconsider.
The vote on the motion to reconsider the amendment was:
Yes: 20 
No: 29 
Abstain: 3

The motion failed.
Consideration of the document resumed at section 7.7.1.  Senator Freesemann moved to strike “Natural Sciences” and to replace it with “Scientific Inquiry.”  The amendment was seconded and Senator Freesemann spoke to it. He said the term “Scientific Inquiry” made the policy language consistent with the relevant executive orders.  
Senator Bill opposed the amendment. He felt that “scientific inquiry” was too vague. Senator Banuett also opposed the amendment.

The vote on Senator Freesemann’s amendment of section 7.7.1 was:
Yes: 20 
No: 21 
Abstain: 3

The amendment failed. 

Vice-Provost Dowell noted that the final sentence of section 7.1 needed to be modified to make it consistent with the change in the lab requirement. After a brief discussion it was moved to strike the sentence completely. There being no objection the change was approved by unanimous consent.
Senator Freesemann moved to strike section 7.7.3. Senator Olson seconded the motion and Senator Freesemann spoke to it. He said that the section was no longer necessary in light of the elimination of the second lab requirement. 

The amendment was passed by unanimous consent.
Senator Freesemann moved to amend the title of section 7.8 Category C to read “Arts and Humanities” rather than “Humanities and Arts” and to insert “Arts, Cinema, Dance Music, Theatre” after “Arts:C1” and “Humanities: Literature, Philosophy, Languages other than English, or Ethnic Studies, Gender Studies, or history courses emphasizing humanistic perspective” in section 7.8.1

The motion was seconded by Senator Olson and Senator Freesemann spoke to it. The language would align the policy with the language of the relevant Executive Orders.
Senator Miles spoke in opposition to the amendment.  He felt that the categories described were difficult to parse and the suggested language was too specific.
After a brief discussion of the language of section 7.8.1, it was determined to vote on the language of the section title (“Arts and Humanities”) and treat the language of the sub-sections as separate amendments. There being no objection the vote was taken on the amendment to the section title. The vote was:

Yes: 40 
No: 7

The amendment passed.

Discussion resumed on the wording of section 7.8.1.  Senator Miles moved an amendment to the amendment that would convert all the upper case subject names to lower case (except “English”) to emphasize that they were names of subject areas and not departments/programs. The amendment was accepted as friendly.
After further discussion, the question was called. The vote on the amendment to section 7.8.1 was:

Yes: 6 
No: 38 

Abstention: 1
The amendment failed.  It was agreed by unanimous approval to append “(C.1 and C.2)” after the section title for the sake of clarification.

Senator Freesemann moved to strike sections 7.8.2 and 7.8.3. The motion was seconded. After a brief discussion, Chair Vollendorf moved unanimous consent of the amendment. There being no objection, the amendment was approved.
At 3:52 p.m., the Chair recognized Senator Freesemann so that he could move his amendment to section 8.1.2. Senator Freesemann said that the change would require lengthy discussion and since there were only a few minutes left in the meeting, he moved to adjourn.  His motion was seconded and approved.
8. NEW BUSINESS (TIME CERTAIN: 2:30 p.m.)
8.1 Recommendation regarding the Discontinuance in the MFA in Theatre Arts, Option in Dramatic Writing (AS-865-11) – FIRST READING

Provost Para spoke on the reasons behind the discontinuance including low enrollment and poor progress towards completion. Chair Vollendorf reviewed the discontinuance process for the Senate. If the Senate votes to support the recommendation it would then go to the President for action.
Senator O’Connor moved the first reading. Senator Hood seconded it. The item received its first reading.
8.2 Rules and Regulations of the Academic Senate (AS-861-11/EC) – FIRST READING (TIME CERTAIN: 2:45 p.m.)
Senator Hood moved the first reading. Senator O’Connor seconded it and spoke to it. He said the main intent of the revisions were to address inconsistencies and redundancies in the document. It has been a long time since last the revision and the proposed changes will bring the Rules and Regulations into alignment with actual practice. Chair Vollendorf, Senator Fradella, and others have gone over it in painstaking detail. 

Senator Olson observed that the suggested changes were non-controversial and asked if the Senator should consider waiving the first reading. After a brief discussion, it was decided that the Senate should have time to review the document and no motion was made to waive the first reading. The item received its first reading.
9. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting was adjourned at 3:52 p.m.










