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Bachelor’s Degree:  
A Student Handbook 

What is a major in the Interdisciplinary Studies Program?  
The interdisciplinary studies baccalaureate degree is a program of study composed of closely correlated 
coursework in two or more departments. The program is developed in consultation with faculty 
members who have appropriate expertise from the departments in which coursework is to be 

undertaken. It is an advised major, tailored to individual goals and needs.  

When is an interdisciplinary studies major appropriate?  
An interdisciplinary studies major is appropriate only when legitimate academic and/or existing 

academic programs cannot substantially accommodate professional or academic goals.  Major-minor or 

major-certificate program combinations may serve interdisciplinary interests. An interdisciplinary 

studies major is only appropriate if the University has adequate facilities for supporting a proposed 

program. There must be relevant faculty expertise, existing curricula and adequate support equipment 

and materials. There must also be support on the part of departments and departmental faculty for a 

given interdisciplinary studies major.  

An interdisciplinary studies major is not a means of bypassing normal graduation requirements or 
avoiding the less popular coursework in a current major, nor is it an avenue for students who have failed 
to gain admission to impacted programs. An ISP major is not a major in which a student may cobble 
together existing units in order to expedite graduation. Rather, an interdisciplinary studies degree is a 
well-conceived, rigorous program of study justified by legitimate career, academic and/or professional 
goals commensurate with the broader mission of the University. The interdisciplinary studies major is 
also inappropriate if major-minor or major-certificate program combinations can substantially 
accommodate interdisciplinary goals.  

Who approves the interdisciplinary studies major?  
The Director of the Interdisciplinary Studies Program reviews applications for the interdisciplinary 
studies major, and approvals are granted on a case-by-case basis. Approval is determined on the basis of 
the academic merit of the proposed course of study, the rationale for the proposal, the applicant's 
potential for successful completion of the proposed program and on the University's ability to support it. 
Problematic programs will be referred to the Interdisciplinary Studies Advisory Board for review.  

Who should consider an interdisciplinary studies major?  
Individuals should consider an interdisciplinary studies major if their academic or career goals cannot be 
substantially accommodated by existing academic programs, when these goals are determined to be 
best served by an integrative interdisciplinary course of studies and when such a program can, to their 
knowledge, be supported by CSULB facilities. Students should be warned, however, that while this 
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unique major may suit individual goals and be personally valuable and enriching, the Interdisciplinary 
Studies Major may not be acceptable as preparation for higher degrees nor as an adequate preparation 
for various professions or careers. Students would be well advised to check on such matters prior to 
applying for the Interdisciplinary Studies Program.  

When should one apply for an interdisciplinary studies major?  
A candidate for the interdisciplinary studies major may apply for approval when:   

1. At least one full year of academic work (30 units), remains to be completed to meet minimum 
graduation requirements;  

2. At least 2/3 of the upper division (300-400) units in the proposed course of study remain to be 
completed. 

These regulations exist to assure that the Interdisciplinary Studies Major is a proposed course of study 
developed in consultation with faculty advisors and not an aggregate of completed courses submitted 
for post-facto approval as a major.  

Who are the interdisciplinary studies faculty advisors?  
Interdisciplinary Studies Major Faculty Advisors are the Undergraduate Advisor for the department that 
a student plans to incorporate into his or her program of study.  If a department does not have an 
Undergraduate Advisor, then the Chair of the department departments may be consulted for his or her 
recommendations and guidance.  Interdisciplinary studies advisors are faculty with the appropriate 
specialized disciplinary expertise to assist an applicant in developing an interdisciplinary program of 
study 

Application procedures for a Bachelor's Degree in the Interdisciplinary 

Studies Program  
1) Apply to the Interdisciplinary Studies Program through the CSU application process.  

2) Submit a five to seven page typed statement of purpose that indicates which departments and or 

programs are being combined, and why; an explanation for why a conventional degree is not being 

sought; and a description of how completing your degree through ISP will assist you in your academic 

pursuits and/or in your career aspirations.  

The Proposal must be typed on standard 8 1/2 x 11 paper with standard margins. This statement initially 

represents you to the Director of the Interdisciplinary Studies Program. Subsequently, it becomes a part 

of the application materials and the record forwarded to the Dean of Graduate Studies at the time of 

Advancement to Candidacy. Therefore, it behooves an applicant to take care in developing this 

statement giving attention to its clarity, accuracy, and neatness.  

3) Interview with the Program Director of the Interdisciplinary Studies Program.  
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Make an appointment with the director of the Interdisciplinary Studies Program, Library 214, or call 

(562) 985-2426. Bring a copy of your proposal to this meeting for initial review, or you can e-mail a copy 

to Dr. Caron at tcaron@csulb.edu.  

4) Meet with the undergraduate advisor, or in the absence of an undergraduate advisor, meet with the 

department chair from each prospective department to be included. With the guidance of these 

individuals, create a tentative program of study, subject to the Director of ISP's approval.  

The following materials compose the official Application to an Interdisciplinary Studies Master's Degree 

Program: l) The Proposal; 2) the Student Program for the Bachelor's Degree in Interdisciplinary Studies. 

These materials are reviewed by the Director of the Interdisciplinary Studies Program, whose signature 

on the Student Program for a Bachelor’s Degree in Interdisciplinary Studies signals acceptance to the 

program.   

5) Keep a copy of your proposal and program of study for your own records.  

6) The Interdisciplinary Studies Director forwards a Change of Major Declaration form to the Records 

Office with a copy to the applicant if the program is approved. Students will be notified by mail if their 

program is disapproved.  

What are the requirements of the interdisciplinary studies major?  

1. A prospective interdisciplinary studies major must have at a 3.0 cumulative GPA. 

2. An Interdisciplinary Studies Major consists of a maximum of four lower division and courses of 

100-200 level courses (lower division) and a minimum of 28 units of 300-400 (upper division) 

courses.  

3. An Interdisciplinary Studies Program is based on a thematically cohesive core of classes involving 

significant work in two or more disciplines. A rationale must accompany the program and be 

signed by the faculty advisors when the program is submitted to the Interdisciplinary Studies 

Program Director for approval.  

4. The maximum amount of coursework that may be taken in one department is 60% of the total 

coursework designated for the program.  

5. Students must maintain a GPA that is required by the major department in their program 

coursework. 

What is an interdisciplinary studies program planner form?  
The Program Planner for the Bachelor Degree in the Interdisciplinary Studies Program (Appendix B) 

form is the official document of record, which identifies the coursework that will constitute the major 

component of the baccalaureate degree. Once the Interdisciplinary Studies Program Director signs this 

form the Major program is approved. The Interdisciplinary Studies Major student is then obligated to 

mailto:tcaron@csulb.edu
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complete the coursework identified on the program to earn the degree, or seek approval of subsequent 

changes on the BA/BS Program Planner Course Substitution Form (Appendix C).  

How is an approved interdisciplinary studies major program modified?  
Minor modifications in an Interdisciplinary Studies Major may be made after its initial approval. These 

modifications must be explained fully and the deviations from the original program justified 

academically in terms of the program as a whole. A well thought out program should require little 
modification. Sometimes, however, scheduled courses are cancelled or not offered, or new courses are 

developed which are more relevant to the goals of the program. Such conditions warrant program 

modification. All requests for modifications of an approved Interdisciplinary Studies Major are submitted 

on the BA/BS Program Planner Course Substitution Form (Appendix C). This form must be signed by a 

student's faculty advisors and submitted to the Interdisciplinary Studies Program Director for approval. 

A copy of the form, signed by the Interdisciplinary Studies Program Director, is indication of approval. 

Disapprovals or requests for further information are conveyed by letter.  

What about the new Bachelor of Science Degree?  
The Interdisciplinary Studies Program Bachelor of Science degree is a recent addition. It has the same 
general guidelines and follows the same procedures as the Bachelor of Arts. A Bachelor of Science 

degree of Interdisciplinary Studies will be awarded if the majority of a student’s course work is taken in a 

discipline that awards the Bachelor of Science degree. 

Look us up on the web!  
For more information on the Interdisciplinary Studies Program at California State University, Long Beach, 

visit our Website at http://www.csulb.edu/isp/ or contact:  

Tim Caron, Director of Honors and Interdisciplinary Studies Programs 

Telephone: (562) 985-4233 

Email: tcaron@csulb.edu 

or 

Duan Jackson, Assistant Director 

Telephone: (562) 985-4706 

Email: duan@csulb.edu 

http://www.csulb.edu/isp/
mailto:tcaron@csulb.edu
mailto:duan@csulb.edu
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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES PROGRAM 

Interdisciplinary Studies Program 
Checklist 

 Typed statement, Interdisciplinary Studies Program Proposal 

 Consultation with Interdisciplinary Studies Program Director 

 Secure Undergraduate Advisors’ Signatures on Program of Study  

(* or Department Chair if there is no Undergraduate Advisor) 

 

 1)_____________________________ Dept. ________________________________ 

 

 2)_____________________________ Dept. ________________________________ 

 

 3)_____________________________ Dept. ________________________________ 

 

 4)_____________________________ Dept. ________________________________ 

 Program Development Meeting 

 Date ______________________________ 

 Content Check 

  No more than four courses of lower division coursework 

  At least 28 units of upper division coursework 

 Transcripts from all collegiate institutions currently attending or previously attended 

 Change of Major Form completed 
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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES PROGRAM 

Program planner for the Bachelor’s 
Degree in the Interdisciplinary Studies 
Program  

(This form must be typed) 

    

Last Name First name               MI       Student ID Number                                    

    

Street Address                                                                         City                                       State    Zip Code 

    

Area Code and Telephone #          Email Address        Today’s Date 

Student Designation (Title of Program – no more than 30 spaces):  

______________________________ 

Graduation Date (leave blank for director to fill in): ______________________________ 

 Lower Division Requirements (if any) to a maximum of four courses: 

Department & # Course Title Units Grade Sem/Year 
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Upper Division Requirements  No more than 1/3 of upper division program units may 

be completed by the time the program is submitted to the Interdisciplinary Studies office for 

approval.  (Minimum 40 units for the major). Catalog Year __________) 

Department & # Course Title Units Grade Sem/Year 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 Total Units:    
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Total (40 Minimum) and Approval 
 

STATE REQUIREMENTS 

*120 minimum units required 

*40 units total for the major 

*28 must be upper division 

*51 units must be general education 

 

Student Signature __________________________________________ Date_______________ 

 

Department Undergraduate 

Advisor’ Signature 

Date Department Chair’s 

Signature 

Date 

     

     

     

     

 

Interdisciplinary Studies Director______________________________ Date_______________ 
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CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY, LONG BEACH INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES PROGRAM 

Program Planner Course Substitution 
Form for the Bachelor’s Degree in an 
Interdisciplinary Major 

(This form must be typed) 

    

Last Name  First name               MI       Student ID Number                                    

    

Street Address                                                                         City                                       State    Zip Code 

    

Area Code and Telephone #          Email Address        Today’s Date 

Student Designation (Title of Program – no more than 30 spaces):   

______________________________ 

Graduation Date (leave blank for director to fill in): ______________________________ 

Delete 
Department  

& # 

Course Title School Units Grade Sem/Year 

      

      

      

      



12 | P a g e  

 

Add 
Department  

& # 

Course Title School Units Grade Sem/Year 

      

      

      

      

 

Student Signature __________________________________  Previous Total Units_____ 

  New Total Units _____ 

Justification: _____________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Approvals 
Department Undergraduate 

Advisor’ Signature 

Date Department Chair’s 

Signature 

Date 

     

     

     

     

 

Director of Interdisciplinary Studies __________________________________ Date _________ 

 
Copies:  Student, Faculty Sponsors, Records Office, and Student’s File 
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