College of Liberal Arts

Educational Policies & Curriculum Committee Minutes, 2007-2008

Minutes of Meeting #14, May 13, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 3:30pm in the MHB-315 by Mary McPherson.

Members Present: William Johnson, Xiaoping Liang, Mary McPherson, Brett Mizelle, Jennifer Reed, Lisa Vollendorf, Marcus Young Owl.

Ex-officio members: Mark Wiley, Cherie Dougan.

Guests: Chris Burnett, Raul Reis, and Barbara Kingsley-Wilson (Journalism); Jayne Howell (Anthropology  & Latin American Studies); Ken Green and David Whitney (Psychology); Paul Laris (Geography).

1. The minutes of the April 29, 2008 meeting were approved unanimously.

2. There was one adjustment to the agenda. The review of a new course in Comparative Literature and Classics (CLCS 495) was added to the agenda.

3. Curriculum Reviews

A.  Latin American Studies Program


1)  Program Change: Minor in Latin American Studies (HISTUM03)


2)  Program Change: Certificate in Latin American Studies (COLACT01) 

Both changes involved dropping a language requirement, making two intermediate-level courses "strongly recommended." The EPCC wanted to see evidence that the removal of this language requirement was acceptable to RGRLL. The language was different in the two program changes; EPCC thought that the new language about the changing language requirement was better in the Certificate version. Typos in the description of the changes need to be fixed as well. Both program changes were approved pending receipt of the above changes.

B.  Journalism Department


1)  New Course:  JOUR 101. English for Media Writers.  1 unit @ C4.

The language in the course description about the grade needed to pass needs to be changed to reflect the fact that the grade of C is required for the major. Better language is in the Journalism program catalog description. Speaking of, the department will need to submit a program change in the fall that includes this course. The units will increase and the co-requisites will have to be updated. 120 and 311 will need new course change forms as well. The Journalism Dept. was encouraged to see what other courses might need change forms to reflect this change at the 100-level. 

The wording in the justification on the SCO needs to be changed or deleted, as it implies that the grade in this class determines the grade in 120 and 311, which is not allowed. Course objectives and measurable outcomes need to be revised to reflect what students will be expected to do. The ways that these outcomes will be measured also needs to be included here. The EPCC suggested that Journalism get in touch with English to make them aware of this new course.

This new course was approved pending receipt of the above changes.

2)  New Course:  JOUR 310B.  Writing for the Daily Forty-Niner.  1 unit at C4, 2 units at C12.

This elective course ensures that students develop the skills they need to work in a newsroom setting. EPCC noted that here should be no B after 310 (as there is no 310A) and no asterisk, as the course is not available for graduate credit. In addition, the language in the justification could be tightened up. The methods of assessment do not align with course objectives. The former needs a percentage breakdown of grading components. The language there could also be rewritten to make it clearer that the responsible faculty member is doing the grading, not student editors of the school newspaper. The EPCC suggested that a portfolio be used as part of the methods of assessment for the course (it is in the course objectives, but not the methods of assessment). The course objectives will then need to include statements of how they will be measured. 

EPCC strongly supported the purpose of this course but would like to see this SCO again. The EPCC will examine a revised version and vote upon it via e-mail early next week, as this course is supposed to be offered in Spring 2009.


C.  Psychology Department



1)  New Course:  PSY 362.  Autism Spectrum Disorders, 3 units @ C2.

This new course was approved unanimously. The SCO was commended for its thoroughness and clarity.



2)  New Course:  PSY 363.  Developmental Psychopathology, 3 units @ C2.

While the course objectives here are thorough, they don't indicate how the objectives will be measured. EPCC would like to refer this instructor to PSY 362 as a model for how to describe outcomes and objectives. This new course was approved unanimously pending receipt of changes to the outcomes and objectives.

D.  Geography Department 

1)  New Course:  GEOG 141, Introduction to Physical Geography Laboratory, 1 units @ C15.  

In principle, EPCC has no problem with going ahead with this course, but because there is a potential conflict with Geology 102 and 104 and the GE moratorium is ongoing, nothing was formally voted on at this meeting.

E. Comparative World Literature and Classics Department



1) New Course: CLSC 495, Practicum in Classical Archaeology, 3-6 units @ C7

EPCC wanted to see more content in this SCO, including a stronger justification section, clearer discussion of assessment, and stronger connections between course objectives and measurable outcomes. There is also no standard course outline provided in the section in the SCO where one belongs. There were also concerns about the large number of units (18) that could be earned in this course. Evidence of consultation with Anthropology would be useful, especially since they may have models for this kind of course. Because there were substantial concerns about the SCO for this course, this new course proposal was tabled.


4. Other Business

There was no further business on today's agenda, so the meeting was adjourned at 5:00pm. 

Reminder: all outstanding materials (such as changes asked for by EPCC as part of the approval of new or changed courses and programs) are due to Cherie Dougan no later than May 30th.

Respectfully submitted by Brett Mizelle, Secretary, May 13, 2008.

