College of Liberal Arts

Educational Policies & Curriculum Committee Minutes, 2007-2008

Minutes of Meeting #12, April 15, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 3:35pm in the MHB-315 by Mary McPherson.

Members Present: Linda España-Maram, William Johnson, Xiaoping Liang, Mary McPherson, Brett Mizelle, Jennifer Reed, Lisa Vollendorf, Guy Yamashiro, Marcus Young-Owl.

Ex-officio members: Mark Wiley, Cherie Dougan

Guests: Hiroko Kataoka (AAAS), Aparna Nayak-Guercio (RGRLL).

1. The minutes of the March 25, 2008 meeting were approved unanimously.

2. Announcements and adjustments to the agenda.

Last week's additional EPCC meeting to discuss the new GE policy and its implementation will be discussed at the end of today's meeting.

3. Curriculum Reviews

A. French Program

1)  Program Title Change:  MA in French to MA in French and Francophone Studies.

2)  Program Title Change:  BA in French to BA in French and Francophone Studies.

Both French Program title changes were approved unanimously pending the correction of minor typographical errors.

B. Japanese Program


1)  New Course:  JAPN 423, Making Presentations in Japanese. 3 units @ C4.


2)  New Course:  JAPN 523, Making Presentations in Japanese.  3 units @ C4.  

The EPCC asked about the place of this course in the Japanese language curriculum and expressed some doubts about the apparent lack of overt content in this course. Mary McPherson suggested the program look at the Communications Studies courses (e.g. COMM 434) as a model for integrating content into these two courses. It was suggested that course content should include issues related to communications and cultural differences and ongoing language skill development. The SCO could be revised to better emphasize why the class is needed (at both the graduate and undergraduate level), as this was clearer in our discussion than in the course documents. The EPCC also suggested that more be done to differentiate the graduate course from the undergraduate course in terms of content, skills and assignments. In other words, any graduate-level experience should involve more than just additional work.

JPN 423 and JPN 523 were tabled for future consideration.


3)  New Course:  JAPN 452, Japan: Its Land, People and Culture. 3 units @ C4.


4)  New Course:  JAPN 552, Japan: Its Land, People and Culture. 3 units @ C4.

As above, the 552 version needs to clarify what is different about the graduate-level experience other than just doing additional work. For example, is the type of homework different for the graduate students? Are their presentations of a different nature (leading class discussion, for example)? Are there higher-level concepts that they will be working with? The EPCC made a friendly suggestion to delete "content-based" from the course description, as it unfortunately implies that some courses have content and others do not. More concrete language could be used for learning outcome D as well.

JAPN 452 was approved pending submission of the above suggestions.

JAPN 552 was tabled so that the graduate specific elements of the class could be clarified.


5)  New Course:  JAPN 453, Japanese Culture as Social Process. 3 units @ C4.


6)  New Course:  JAPN 553, Japanese Culture as Social Process.  3 units @ C4

The same issues with the measurable outcomes in 452 apply here (stronger language is needed in B, E, and F). The percentage of time used for audio-visual materials needs to be clarified. More context could be provided for outcome H (Attitudinal Survey), which seems to have more to do with course-level assessment than student work (EPCC suggested it be deleted from the SCO). The phrase "using Japanese language as a research tool" needs to be cut from the course description. EPCC suggested that "Course is taught in Japanese" replace this. It was also suggested that the sentence "Future syllabi will conform to the themes in this SCO" be deleted or modified to provide some flexibility for future instructors. The "Instructional Requirements" under section X need to be cleaned up (they run into section XI). 

JAPN 453 was approved pending receipt of the above changes.

JAPN 553 was tabled so that the graduate specific elements of the class could be clarified by the departmental curriculum committee.

C.  Asian American Program


1)  New Course:  ASAM 354, Transnational Filipino Communities. 3 units @ C4.

The EPCC made a friendly suggestion about the clarification of course objective language (for example, in IV-A what does it mean to "understand"?). This SCO was commended for its clarity.

ASAM 354 was approved as a new course.

The Asian American Studies Program also wanted to submit this course for GE consideration, and included a memo from the chair supporting it during the moratorium, but the regular GE documentation was not provided. It was suggested that the department begin to prepare the necessary paperwork and assessment plans, but since it is not yet clear when the new GE implementation begins or what will be required of courses, and because there are a number of courses in the proverbial "pipeline," EPCC would like to hold off on any GE approval for the time being. Accordingly, part F of the SCO ("General Information") needs to be removed for now.

4. Other Business

The EPCC discussed last week's meeting with members of the GEGC about changes to the general education program and concomitant course recertification. This special EPCC meeting "Building a Culture Shift in General Education" met on Tuesday, April 8th in LAB-126 and featured a presentation about the General Education re-vision and forthcoming re-certification process by Lisa Maxfield (Psychology & GE Coordinator) and Galen Pickett (Physics and GEGC Vice Chair). EPCC members present included Linda España-Maram, William Johnson, Mary McPherson, Brett Mizelle, Jennifer Reed, Lisa Vollendorf, Guy Yamashiro, Marcus Young-Owl. Ex-officio members Mark Wiley and Cherie Dougan from the CLA Dean's Office attended, as did the following curriculum chairs: Gabriel Estrada (American Indian Studies), Dave Samuelson (English), Malauna Karenga (Africana Studies), Sarah Schrank (History & American Studies), David Stewart (Religious Studies), and Chris Burnett (Journalism). Lisa Maxfield & Galen Pickett's presentation was followed by discussion.

The EPCC discussed some of the issues raised at this meeting and provided some suggestions for Mary McPherson to take back to the GEGC.

There was no further business on today's agenda, so the meeting was adjourned at 5:05pm. 

Next EPCC Meeting: April 29, 2008, 3:30 – 5:00.

The last scheduled EPCC meeting for Spring 2008 will be held on May 13th.

Respectfully submitted by Brett Mizelle, Secretary, April 16, 2008.

