College of Liberal Arts

Educational Policies & Curriculum Committee Minutes, 2007-2008

Minutes of Meeting #11, March 25, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 3:35pm in the MHB-315 by Mary McPherson.

Members Present: Linda España-Maram, William Johnson, Xiaoping Liang, Mary McPherson, Brett Mizelle, Jennifer Reed, Lisa Vollendorf, Marcus Young-Owl.

Ex-officio members: Mark Wiley.

Guests: Susanne Wechsler (GEOG), Andrew Jenks (HIST), Ken Green (PSY)

1. The minutes of the March 18, 2008 meeting were approved unanimously.

2. Announcements and adjustments to the agenda.

Reminder: An additional EPCC meeting to discuss the new GE policy and its implementation will be held at 3:30pm on Tuesday, April 8th in LAB-126. CLA departmental curriculum chairs will be invited to learn more about these new developments.

3. Curriculum Reviews

A.  Geography Department

1)  New Course:  GEOG 471.  Geographic Information Science (GIS) for Health.  2 units @ C3, 1 unit @ C13.  

GEOG 471 was approved as a new course pending receipt of the following changes: The course description should be modified to read "Same course as HCA 471" (and vice versa for the HCA offering). The "Textbook" section needs to be added to the SCO and the current material there moved to the "Bibliography" section. The department was also urged to double check to make sure the hours are allocated correctly given that this course has a lab component. The EPCC was pleased with the extensive consultation between Geography and Health Care Administration in the creation of this course.

B.  Psychology Department

1)  Program Title Change for PSY MA01; to “Master of Arts in Psychological Research”.

This program title change was proved unanimously with one minor typographic change—it should read "prospective" instead of "perspective" students.

C.  History Department

1)  New Course:  HIST 330.  Early Modern Europe.  3 units @ C4.    

Several friendly suggestions were made about this well-prepared SCO, virtually all of which apply to many of the courses that are sent before the EPCC. The History department should check to see whether they want this course to be a part of their graduate program. If so, it will need the asterisk (which often is attached by default to the SCO template, which, by the way, also explains the repeated roman numeral X on many SCOs) or a new number. The discussion of the use of films in the course (under section VI and VII) should also be clarified by including the percentage of class time that will be used for films. Finally, in this and most other SCOs the language used for the "course objectives and measurable outcomes" could also be sharpened. In this case, for example, what does "demonstrating familiarity with the historiography" mean in practice? How will someone looking at this SCO understand what the students know (content knowledge) and can do (skills)? The EPCC suggests that all departments take a look at the language used in Bloom's Taxonomy (available online at the end of the Standard Course Outline template http://www.csulb.edu/colleges/cla/services/c_forms.html) when clarifying these objectives and outcomes.

HIST 330 was approved as a new course pending receipt of the above changes.

D.  French Program

1)  Program Change:  RGRMA01, Master of Arts in French.  Request to change requirements. 

There was concern that students might be confused by the fact that FREN 696 is "required" and FREN 580 is "mandatory." It was suggested that section 1a read "FREN 696 plus 12 units of 600 series courses" and 1b "FREN 580 is required for MA students who have not…".

This program change was approved unanimously pending receipt of the above changes.

2)  Course Reactivate:  FREN 696.  Bibliographical Methods of Research.  3 units @ C5

Course title is actually supposed to be "Research Methodology and Critical Theory." Reactivation of this course was approved, although the department may need to submit a formal course title and course description change as well. The following minor modifications also need to be made to the SCO: 1) it needs full bibliographic references (although the bibliography overall could be shortened); 2) a note on the percentage of class time that will be dedicated to the use of films should be added; 3) the percentages for the course assessments constituting up the final grade (included in the sample syllabus) also need to be in the SCO. The EPCC also suggested that the detailed description of what constitutes an "A" in participation be deleted, as it seems like it might actually limit faculty assessment of student participation.

There was no further business on today's agenda, so the meeting was adjourned at 4:30pm. 

Next EPCC Meeting: April 8, 2008, 3:30 – 5:00 in LAB-126 (see above).

Remaining EPCC meetings for Spring 2008: April 15th, April 29th and May 13th.

Respectfully submitted by Brett Mizelle, Secretary, March 26, 2008.

