College of Liberal Arts

Educational Policies & Curriculum Committee Minutes, 2007-2008

Minutes of Meeting #10, March 18, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 3:40pm in the MHB-315 by Lisa Vollendorf.

Members Present: Linda España-Maram, William Johnson, Xiaoping Liang, Brett Mizelle, Jennifer Reed, Lisa Vollendorf, Marcus Young-Owl.

Ex-officio members: Mark Wiley, Cherie Dougan.

Guests: Feng-ying Ming, Hiroko Kataoka, Cassandra Kao (AAAS).

1. The minutes of the March 4, 2008 meeting were approved unanimously.

2. Announcements and adjustments to the agenda.

An additional EPCC meeting to discuss the new GE policy and its implementation will be held at 3:30pm on Tuesday, April 8th. CLA departmental curriculum chairs will be invited to learn more about these new developments. An extra meeting was added for March 25th at the conclusion of today's meeting, as there is a backlog of courses to get through.

3. Curriculum Reviews

A.  Chinese Program

1) New Course: CHIN 311, Advanced Spoken Chinese.  3 units @ C4

The program does not want this class to be considered for graduate credit, so the asterisk (which apparently comes with the template) needs to be deleted. A friendly suggestion was made to drop "wider" from the course description. The SCO needs to read "C4" instead of "C2" under section I, part D. "Category." Another friendly suggestion was made to edit the "Justification," which unintentionally makes it sound like the other classes don't teach students much. The last sentence in paragraph two of the "Justification" ("CHIN 312…") should be deleted. In the SCO under Unit 1 it should be "learning," not "leaning." There are multiple section Xs on the SCO—please check and update the roman numerals. It was suggested that a rubric be attached to indicate how oral tests are graded, as they constitute 40% of the class. They should also delete the note that there is an attached syllabus (there was none attached).

Approved as a new course pending receipt of the above changes.

2)  New Course: CHIN 313, Speedy Transcription of Chinese Text. 3 units @ C4.

The committee needs to be better informed as to how this class fits the curriculum and would like more clarity about the class, its audience, and its purpose. There is lots of language here that probably needs to be better defined for non-experts in the field, a group that includes potential students. If the course is supposed to be a fourth-year course, it should probably be re-submitted as a 400-level course as well.

This course was sent back to the department for clarification and re-submission.

3)  New Course:  CHIN 455, Masterpieces from China.  3 units @ C4

4)  New Course:  CHIN 555, Masterpieces from China.  3 units @ C4

A friendly suggestion was made to delete "Grading Options Open" in the course description and to make sure that the major and graduate program are eventually revised to integrate all of these new courses. The SCO could also be clarified to indicate the nature of the extra work done by graduate students in CHIN 555, as several members thought the grad course with its research paper looked easier than the one with exams. In other words, the course requirements need to look a bit more similar before they are differentiated. Finally, because this course was at a higher level than the next one, the department was encouraged to renumber this course. Dr. Kao suggested that it become 485/585. The committee commended the department for proposing a course that integrated language skill development and content.

Approved as a new course pending receipt of the above changes.

5)  New Course:  CHIN 471, Chinese Literature and Culture in Chinese.  3 units @ C4

6)  New Course:  CHIN 571, Chinese Literature and Culture in Chinese. 3 units @ C4.

It was suggested that "content-based language course" be replaced with "this course" and that the prerequisites be edited to read "CHIN 451 or consent of instructor." It was also suggested that "in Chinese" be dropped from the course title. In the "justification," CHIN 302 should read CHIN 451. The committee was concerned that this course has a higher number than the CHIN 455/555, which is supposed to be a course for more advanced students, so it was suggested that CHIN 455/555 be renumbered at the higher level (see above). The 571 assessments need to add up to 100% and the difference between undergraduate and graduate work needs to be clarified.

Approved as a new course pending receipt of the above changes.

The meeting was adjourned at 5:05pm. 

Because we ran out of time, the rest of today's agenda was deferred to a future meeting. The Japanese Program courses on today's agenda will be discussed at the April 15th meeting. An additional meeting will be held next Tuesday, March 25th, to deal with History 330 and the Psychology MA Program title change from today's agenda and other new business.

Next EPCC Meeting: March 25, 2008, 3:30 – 5:00.

Respectfully submitted by Brett Mizelle, Secretary, March 18, 2007.

