College of Liberal Arts

Educational Policies & Curriculum Committee Minutes, 2007-2008

Minutes of Meeting #9, March 4, 2008

The meeting was called to order at 3:35pm in the MHB-315 by Mary McPherson.

Members Present: William Johnson, Xiaoping Liang, Mary McPherson, Brett Mizelle, Jennifer Reed, Lisa Vollendorf, Guy Yamashiro, Marcus Young-Owl.

Ex-officio members: Mark Wiley, Cherie Dougan.

Guests: Kristen Monaco (Economics), Carlos R. Piar & Sophia Pandya (Religious Studies).

1. Minutes of February 5, 2008 meeting were approved unanimously.

2. There were no announcements.

3. Curriculum Reviews

A.  Economics Department/Global Logistics Master’s Programs

1)  New Course:  GLG 530.  Intro. to Optimization Methods in Transportation 3 units at C4.

Approved as new course without modification.

2)  Program Change:  ECON MA02: Request to increase emphases to four, change offering of course choices.

Approved. Please note that program changes won't take effect until Fall 2009.

3)  Program Change: ECONMA01.  Request to eliminate the requirement that students develop three fields of concentration.  

Approved with the following friendly suggestion: change "teaching" to "education" in new catalog text for consistency.

4)  New Course:  ECON 537, Urban Economics.  3 units at C4. Request to double-number with ECON 437.

5)  New Course:  ECON 538, Regional Economics.  3 units at C4.  Request to double-number with ECON 438.  

Both courses were approved with the following modifications: 1. 537 and 538 need to be A-F grading only (delete the credit/no-credit option), 2. Objectives and outcomes for both graduate-level courses need to be strengthened, 3. The multiple number "X"s on the SCO need to be fixed.

B.  Economics Department Bachelor's Programs

1)  Program Change:  ECONUM02  Removing ACCT 201 from LD requirements.  

Approved.

2)  Program Change:  ECON BA02.  Removing ECON 306I and 366  from options to meet the elective requirements.

Approved.

3)  Program Change:  ECONBA03.  Removing ECON 306I and 366  from options to meet the elective requirements.

Approved.

C.  Religious Studies Department

1)  New Course:  RST 358.  Women and Islam 3 units @ C2.

A motion to postpone approval of the course until there is evidence of a discussion of the course with the History Department (which offers HIST 394 Middle Eastern Women). was approved. A friendly suggestion was made to perhaps add credit/no-credit grading to build course enrollment

2)  New GE request:  RST 358.  Women and Islam. Request for Global and D2 

The request for GE in D2 and Global was approved contingent on course approval (above) and changes to the following: 1. sharpen outcomes language, 2. draw upon GE language for global course, putting all of that information in only one place in the document, 3. add percentages for assessment, and 4. tighten up instructional requirements.

3)  New Course:  RST 475.  Liberation Theologies 3 units at C5

EPCC voted to postpone the review of this new course until a later meeting. A friendly suggestion was made to re-title the class "Liberation Theologies," not "Liberation Theolog(ies)," which might confuse prospective students. The SCO needs to have more concrete language for course objectives and measureable outcomes (check the website for Bloom's Taxonomy language) and should include a clearer description of course content in section V., perhaps with a rough weekly schedule to show what will be covered when and for long. It was suggested that contact be made with Women's Studies about overlap with their WST 447. Finally, the department was asked whether it would want this course to also include a credit/no credit option.

4)  New Course:  RST 222.  Religion and Sexuality  3 units at C2.

EPCC also voted to postpone the review of this new course until a later meeting. The issues concerning RST 475 (above) largely apply here as well. A suggestion was made that this course might need to be broader in focus than as presented here. EPCC encouraged the department to either change the title to "Christianity and Sexuality" or update the SCO to reflect greater religious diversity in relation to sexual ethics. Finally, a friendly suggestion was made to clarify the wording of the course description so that it doesn't deter potential students.

There was no other business and the meeting was adjourned at 4:40pm. 

Next EPCC Meeting: March 18, 2008, 3:30 – 5:00.

Respectfully submitted by Brett Mizelle, Secretary, March 4, 2007.

