College of Liberal Arts

Educational Policies & Curriculum Committee Minutes, 2007-2008

Minutes of Meeting #6, November 13, 2007

The meeting was called to order at 3:40pm in the MHB-315 by Mary McPherson.

Members present: Linda España-Maram, William Johnson, Mary McPherson, Brett Mizelle, Jennifer Reed, Lisa Vollendorf and Marcus Young Owl.  

Ex-officio members: Mark Wiley, Cherie Dougan.

Guests: Ali Igmen & Nancy Quam-Wickham (History), Rigoberto Rodriguez & Antonia Garcia-Orozco (CHLS), Karl Squitier & Douglas Domingo-Forasté (Classics), Norma Chinchilla & Elizabeth McEneaney (Sociology).
1. The minutes of the November 6, 2007 meeting were approved.

2. 
The agenda was distributed and approved. There were no announcements.

3.
Curriculum Reviews


A.  Sociology Department



1)  New Course: SOC 487H.  Honors Special Topics Seminar. 3@C5



2)  New Course: SOC 488H.  Honors Research Seminar 3@ C5.



3)  New Course: SOC 489H.  Honors Thesis 3 @ C5

McEneaney noted that the Sociology department is trying to start an honors program. Several of their students want to go on to graduate school, but they aren't necessarily being prepared to do so by the current curriculum. The department also hopes that some of these students will flow into their new MA program. 

487H is a special topics honors course, with the topic to be decided by the instructor. Johnson asked whether Albie Burke, director of the CLA honors program, was consulted. He also noted that the regular honors program requires 6 units of thesis credit, but this implies that there are only 3 units needed in Sociology. McEneaney noted that the students will do 3 units in 488 and 3 units in 489 for a total of 6 units. The EPCC agreed that this made sense. Wiley reminded us that there is the University Honors Program and separate honors programs in majors, such as this one.

Johnson also questioned the variety of prerequisites that show up here, with different courses mentioned in the catalog description and the justification. McEneaney noted that SOC 356 is the key prerequisite; they hope that students have taken SOC 355 but it is not essential to this special topics course. McPherson asked if we can approve a special topics course designation without specific content, as McEneaney believed that this would be a topic that would change with each offering. Dougan noted that EPCC may need to look at a program change for this as well, so Wiley suggested that EPCC examine the whole package at a later meeting. It was decided that today EPCC would provide feedback on these courses.

Wiley suggested they the Sociology department look to the Psychology Honors program as an example. McPherson noted that some of the information for these courses seems to be with the wrong SCOs. McEneaney asked what the Type 1 SCO would look like. No one on EPCC had ever seen one before, so we weren't sure. What kind of SCO needs to be created for a special topics "shell" course like 487H? 

Vollendorf noted that the sample syllabus and bibliography are the same for 487H and 488H. Chinchilla arrived and explained that she couldn't really find any models for this either. Johnson observed that it is absurd to try to figure out what books and assignments will be used in a class that hasn't been planned yet.

Wiley asked Chinchilla to explain this course sequence. She responded that 488H and 489H have to be taken sequentially. 487H could be taken concurrently with either of these, preferably in the senior year. 487H has to be taken for honors, but it doesn't have to be a part of the thesis project. McPherson asked how will this be different from the non-honors courses. Chinchilla said the level of the course will be higher, simulating a first-year graduate experience. She added that she thought the courses could be approved by EPCC without a program change. Wiley wanted clarification about this procedural matter. Dougan asked whether 487H could be repeated, as she received two different versions of the catalog description. Dougan pointed out that the department will have to choose whether to create a 12 unit cap for this course or allow students to take two of these special topics courses in one semester—they cannot do both. Vollendorf suggested that creating another honors course would make this possible, but Chinchilla did not want to do that.

Wiley suggested that we approve the courses as new courses and deal with the program question later. Johnson did not like the idea of the courses being approved and in the catalog without a description of the honors program that students would be taking. Vollendorf summed things up: 487H is an umbrella course for special topics, there is confusion about the prerequisites and the sequencing here (she suggested co-requisite language), responsible faculty should read "all tenure and tenure-track faculty," and the textbook section should be modified for the SCO to reflect the fact that the course is a "shell" ("one of these research books plus whatever other books…" was suggested language). She also noted that the SCO has three number 10s in the outline.

Johnson again suggested (and Mizelle agreed) that EPCC should receive a clean package including the program changes, the revised courses, etc. before we vote on these. Chinchilla asserted that because this honors program is not part of the existing major it therefore does not need a roadmap; some of their courses have an H designation and some of them will not. She said the department had prepared catalog copy with details about the program, but for some reason EPCC did not have this document. She noted that nobody seems to know how to get an honors program approved in this college before arguing that it doesn't seem to need any approval by anyone, as it was her understanding that this is not an option change or a change to the major. Young Owl asked if they take these courses as extra units or not. Chinchilla said students could take the honors courses as electives as part of the overall major. Wiley suggested that we figure out what other committees might need to see this new honors program. McPherson wanted to see the whole package as well, noting that despite the substantial time spent in the meeting on this issue, that it felt like we were rushing to put these through without sufficient background. Wiley suggested that EPCC meet next week to talk about this program and these courses further. The EPCC deferred action on these courses to the November 20, 2007 meeting. Wiley urged EPCC members to send comments on these SCOs to Dougan as soon as possible so that revised documents will be ready for next week's meeting.


B.  History Department

1)  New Course:  HIST 416/518. Central Asia and Afghanistan from the Mongol Era to WW1.  3 at C2.  

2)  New Course:  HIST 418/518.  Central Asia and Afghanistan, 20th Century 3 @ C2.  

Igmen talked about 416/516 and 418/518, which are all new courses. He noted that he was hired in part to create this portion of the history curriculum and wryly noted that the fact that the names of all the Central Asian republics were misspelled on the cover sheet further argued for the need to have courses like these. Johnson reminded EPCC that these are double numbered courses, so we were really examining four. These numbers will need to be added to the SCOs and the cover sheet; it was also noted that there were two section 11s on this. McPherson asked how the 500-level course will differ from the 400-level. Igmen noted that the extra work is noted in the sample syllabus. McPherson responded that this also needs to be in the SCO. Mizelle suggested that these extra requirements be made consistent on both the sample syllabus and SCO. España-Maram also noted that the assignments mentioned in the learning outcomes need to be in the SCO under assignments. Igmen noted that the ones mentioned fall under the categories but that he can make this clearer. It was also suggested that the SCO requirements be made a bit more flexible than they are at present to give the instructor some wriggle room. Johnson suggested that Igmen discuss what learning outcomes might be different in the 500-level class. Quam-Wickham asked for clarification, wondering whether language about a "greater depth of knowledge" would work. Johnson thought so. Wiley noted that they need to change the 500-level grading to be A-F only.

These four new courses were approved pending receipt of revised documents at the dean's office.

3)  New Course:  HIST 450/550.  Foucault and His Critics 3 @ C4

Quam-Wickham noted this has been offered at least once as a special topics course. It will be irregularly offered, designed in large part to provide more history and theory courses by focusing on a major theorist. It will also fulfill elective requirements in the Modern Europe field. Vollendorf noted that the language of the catalog description needs to be cleaned up. Wiley noted that they need to add traditional grading for the 550 and McPherson said that the difference between the 400- and 500-level could be clarified as in our previous discussion of the Central Asia courses. Mizelle observed that this course would be useful to students in several different departments. McPherson wondered if this should be a permanent course or just a special topics course. Quam-Wickham argued for the latter, noting that this seminar would enable students, both undergraduate and graduate, to delve deeper into theory. Mizelle noted that a separate grad-level theory course is under discussion for the department, and Igmen noted that there is substantial interest in theory in general and Foucault in particular among the history grad students.

These two new courses were approved by EPCC pending receipt of revised documents at the dean's office.

As it was fast approaching 5:00pm, the committee agreed to extend its meeting, with Johnson replacing Mizelle as secretary.


C.  Chicano and Latino Department

1)  New Course:  CHLS 320.  Wealth and Poverty in Latino Communities 3 @ C4.

The committee discussed CHLS 320 with Rodriguez  and Garcia-Orozco. Rodriguez noted that these four new courses would amplify the students' options in CHLS in the  "cultural studies" and "social inquiry" tracks, with 320 and 430 included under "social inquiry" track and the 380 and 381 under "cultural studies." The committee requested clarification of the nature and status of the representations regarding "transnational experience" and "field experience."  The department hopes to connect this course with offering in the summer sessions which would involve study in Mexico and Latin America.  The department agreed to clarify both that part of the proposal, and also to be more specific about the nature and extent of "field experience," including how such experience would be assessed.  

Further consideration of the CHLS 320 proposal was postponed.

2)  New Course:  CHLS 430. The Latino Transnational Experience in the Caribbean 3 @ C4.

It was moved to approve CHLS 430 The Latino Transnational Experience in the Caribbean: Empire, Reform and Revolution.  The cover page is confusing regarding whether the course is a replacement for another course.  (It is not.)  Under "methods of instruction," the reference to "field experiences (international travel might be an option) should be deleted, or amended and clarified.  It was recommended that the Bibliography include a short list of suggested or recommended texts, and that the first sentence in the Bibliography section be shortened to "This is a highly selective bibliography."  If the SCO is to include reference to use of film, video and music in the classroom (under Extent and Nature of Use of Technology) the committee would like to see an indication of the extent of such use, and more specificity about the character of the instructional enterprise which includes that use.  It was suggested that as a point of courtesy the History Department should be informed of this new course.  

This new course was approved pending submission of documents amended as suggested above. 

3)  New Course:  CHLS 380. Chicano/Latino Theater 3 @ C4

It was noted that the asterisk on the course designation needs to be deleted (the course is not meant for graduate credit).  As with discussion of previous courses, the reference to possible "field experience" as a method of instruction needs to be clarified or eliminated.  There was a question about the C/S classification; the recommendation of the Associate Deans was that it be C-4, not C-7.  In the SCO, the listing of topics/activities by weeks must be amended so that there is no suggestion that the final examination for the course is to be conducted in the fifteenth week of instruction.  As with CHLS 430, the suggestion that film, video etc. could form part of the instructional methods needs to be explicated.   

This new course was approved pending submission of documents amended as suggested above.

4)  New Course:  CHLS 381.  Chicano/Latino Studio 3 @ C4?

The committee moved to approve CHLS 381 Chicano/Latino Studio.   The motion – understood to include the amendments and suggestions offered in discussion of CHLS 380 – passed, therefore this new course was approved pending submission of documents amended as suggested


D.  Classics Program



1)  New Course (2nd read); CLSC 380; Ancient Eats

The EPCC reviewed an amended and expanded version of CLSC 380 Ancient Eats, previously considered and postponed.  Representatives from CLSC reported that both History and Food Sciences had been consulted, that assignment requirements had been adjusted to include a clearer project element and to increase the extent of writing, and that various typos and infelicities in the previous proposal had been corrected.  It was recommended that in the SCO list of outcomes the word "Demonstrate" not be overused. 

This new course was approved. 

Any further business on the agenda was deferred to the next meeting. 

This EPCC meeting was adjourned at 5:35pm.

Next Meeting: November 20, 2007, 3:30-5:00.

Respectfully submitted by Brett Mizelle, Secretary (with thanks to Bill Johnson for his help), November 15, 2007.







