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Program Overview 
for M.A. Students in Spanish: 2009-beyond
I. Courseload recommendations

a. If you do not work, you can take 3 courses per semester and be a successful graduate student. 3 courses is considered full-time study for graduate students. No student should take more than 3 courses.
b. If you work approximately 20 hours, you should take no more than 2 courses per semester.

c. If you work more than 20 hours, we strongly recommend that you take only 1 course per semester, then take more when and if your work and family obligations ease. It is better to be cautious and get the most out of your classes, than to get overworked and to get low grades.
Please note that these recommendations are made for a very important reason: If your gpa falls below 3.0, you will be disqualified from graduate study at CSULB and removed from the program. This is a university rule.
II. Course planning for incoming students
a. If you are admitted in the fall, you are eligible to take classes as soon as winter semester. If you are admitted in the spring, you are eligible to take summer classes. To do this, you need to contact Enrollment Services to ask them. We often offer Second Language Acquisition (RGR 524) in the summer. 

b. If you were admitted with deficiencies (SPAN310, 330, 341, 423, etc.), please note:

1. Those courses are offered almost every semester, including winter and summer. 

2. You must take those before moving on to graduate level work. 

3. Courses below the 500 level (including the second language classes) do not count toward the 30 required units for graduation.
c. You are required to take 10 courses. 

· 1 required = SPAN650 (Research Methods), which is offered every fall. Without exception, students must take SPAN650 the first fall semester they are enrolled.
· 2 courses in Peninsular/Spanish 

· 2 courses in Latin American 

· 2 courses in linguistics (We highly recommend RGR524 as one of the linguistics courses you take if you are interested in teaching at any level.)

· 3 elective courses of your choosing. To best maximize your experience and prepare for exams we recommend taking courses across all three areas (Latin American, Peninsular/Spanish, linguistics) for these electives. 

III. Four semester foreign language requirement

a. We require fourth semester competency (A or B grade on the final exam of the fourth semester course) in a foreign language.
b. Units/credits taken in that language do not count toward graduation. 
c. You may take the foreign language (it cannot be English) at any accredited university. At CSULB we offer Italian, Portuguese, French for Hispanophones, German, Russian, and many other languages.
d. You do not have to take all four semesters, you just need to demonstrate an A or B grade for the final semester. 
e. If requirement is not fulfilled at CSULB, you must submit a transcript or otherwise prove with documentation that you have an A or B grade in the fourth semester of the language.

IV. Conditions of acceptance 

All students are accepted only provisionally into M.A. programs here at CSULB. To be able to advance to candidacy and therefore qualify officially to be eligible to continue toward the M.A. degree, you need to do the following:

a. If you were admitted with the requirement that you take 300-level classes with us during your first semester, you must take these classes during that semester before proceeding to 500 and 600-level courses.  

b. During the first semester, you must pass the Writing Proficiency in English (WPE) exam or provide proof of having previously passed it: http://www.csulb.edu/divisions/students2/testing/test_information/wpe/
c. To be eligible to become fully accepted, you must take 6 units of 500 or 600 level classes in Spanish at CSULB and have at least a 3.0 average. 

d. Grades: It is very important to understand that getting a B in a graduate class is different from getting a B in undergraduate work. B is acceptable, but anything below a B is a problem, as graduate-level work that is at the level of “C” will result in a grade point average that will automatically disqualify you from the program.

V. GPA and other requirements

To get your M.A. in Spanish, you need to do the following:

a. Maintain at least a 3.0 average. A cumulative GPA lower than 3.0 will disqualify you from getting the M.A. degree at CSULB. A “D” or “F” in any given course will result in that course not being counted toward graduation requirements.

b. Complete 10 courses as per the requirements laid out on the web page for the program mentioned above, including the required SPAN650 + 2 courses in linguistics + 2 in Latin American + 2 in Peninsular/Spanish. 

c. Complete your two years of foreign language requirement or demonstrate intermediate level (fourth semester) proficiency.

VI. Proceeding to the M.A. exam and to graduation
a. Two semesters before completion of coursework, please see graduate advisor to ADVANCE TO CANDIDACY and APPLY FOR GRADUATION. After speaking to graduate advisor, you then need to apply to graduate through Enrollment Services. 

b. You must successfully complete all coursework, including language requirement and exams, to get clearance to graduate.

c. If you have completed all coursework and are simply studying for exams during the fall or spring semester, you must register in GS 700, which is a one unit “place holder” course that costs the equivalent of one unit of study. Get the form from Graduate Advisor and take it to University Extension Services in Foundation Building. You will be kicked out of the system if you do not do this.

VII. M.A. exams

a. More information about the MA exams is available on the Spanish MA website, but the following information should provide a basic overview for new students.

b. The semester after you complete coursework, you will take exams. It is possible to take the final semester of language requirement at this time. It is also possible to petition to take one outstanding graduate class while studying for exams, but you must petition to do so through the graduate advisors. Acceptable reasons will be those that explain a professional or academic reason that you need to take exams while finishing one final course. Petitions will be turned down when there is no pressing reason for student to take exams before completing coursework, as we have seen numerous students fail the exam because they were over committed during the semester in which they prepared for the exam. 
c. The exam reading lists and a linguistics study guide are posted online on our M.A. website. Sample questions and advice about how to study are also on that site: http://www.csulb.edu/colleges/cla/departments/rgrll/programs/spanish/SpanishMAinfo.htm
d. The M.A. exam consists of questions in all three areas of study (linguistics, Latin American, Peninsular/Spanish). It is given during the 2nd weeks of November and April every year, and also during the last week. 

e. It is a six hour exam. The graduate advisor will contact you with the precise details, including the day’s schedule, approximately one month before the exam.

f. You must bring lined loose leaf 8 ½ x 11 paper to the exam. No blue books or other types of paper may be used as the exams have to be scanned. 

g. You must write in pen.

h. You write on only one side of the page.

i. You may bring a dictionary but it will be inspected by the graduate advisor for approval. No other materials may be used.

j. The graduate advisor will let you know within approximately 14 days of taking the exam whether you passed. 
k. Outcomes: 

1. High pass / pass / low pass: These are the three passing grades one may receive.\

2. Fail: You can fail an entire area (Linguistics) or a portion of an area (Colonial literature). In the case of a ‘fail’, you have to change your graduation date and re-take the exam the next semester it is offered. 
VIII. Becoming a teaching assistant in Spanish
a. Teaching Assistantships provide the opportunity to teach Spanish at the university level while being a student. 

b. To be considered, you must take RGR601 (Teaching Methodologies) in the fall semester. If your performance is good in this course and in the program, you will be invited to become a teaching assistant and teach one course in the following semester. 

c. T.A.’s do not receive tuition remission. They receive a salary. People who become t.a.’s usually are full-time students as you cannot hold another job while being a t.a. 

d. For more information, please contact: Dr. Markus Muller <memuller@csulb.edu>. The Graduate Advisor is not in charge of the t.a.’s, so please ask all salary-related and eligibility questions of Dr. Muller.

IX. Single Subject Credential: for those interested in teaching high school in CA

a. Admission to CSULB does not constitute admission into SSCP. They are two separate processes for undergraduates and graduates alike. For admission to the university, transfer and enrollment matters, contact Enrollment Services http://www.csulb.edu/depts/enrollment/admissions/index.html, BH-123, (562) 985-5471. Separate application for the SSCP is required and is completed and submitted as part of the prerequisite course, EDSS 300F. 
b. In addition to the information in this e-mail, you may obtain program information electronically by accessing our LOTE (Languages Other Than English) website at http://www.csulb.edu/depts/singsubj/.  Once you enter this website you will have to click on the link "Subject Area Programs" and finally click on the link "Languages Other Than English (LOTE)".  To answer some of your questions directly, you might want to attend the next Single Subject Credential Program Information Meeting, from 3:30 till 5:00 P.M., in ED1-40: http://www.csulb.edu/depts/singsubj/infomeet.html
c. Remember there are prerequisite courses you can take right away for the Single Subject Credential Program.  For example, you could enroll into the introductory course EDSS 300F, as soon as possible. You might also enroll right away into "prerequisite courses" HSCI 411B, EdP 350, EDP 302 & ETEC 444. 
d. Contact the Single Subject Credential Advisor if you have questions: 
e. Dr. Jean-Jacques Jura, Single Subject Credential Advisor for LOTE (Languages Other than English), CSULB, 562-985-2200 or <jjura2 at csulb.edu>
X. How to Succeed 
We believe that student success can be achieved if you follow this advice:

a. Stay in touch with the graduate advisor by seeking advice regarding coursework and courseload.

b. Follow the advice the advisor gives you regarding how many classes to take per semester. We have seen many students fail to follow this advice and then get frustrated, get poor grades, and drop out. The advice is based on years of observations of student success, so it makes sense to take advantage of our experience and follow the advice!

c. Build a community of peers with whom you can study and go through the program. Our students represent a wide range of professional occupations, personal responsibilities, and academic goals. As such, there is something for everybody in the program and it is possible for full-time students, part-time students, and one-course-per-semester students to find community and be successful in the program. Our diverse student population is one of the hallmarks of our program. 

d. Build relationships with faculty. The faculty appreciate that students have different goals and backgrounds, and we value the sacrifices made by everyone to come back and get an M.A. We pride ourselves on excellence in teaching and mentoring, so we encourage you to take advantage of the opportunities offered by intellectual events, mentoring, conferences, and other similar aspects of our program.

On a final note, we’d like to once again encourage you to please keep in touch with the graduate advisors to ensure success and enjoyment in program: Professor Lisa Vollendorf (lvollend at csulb.edu) and Professor Leslie Nord (lnord at csulb.edu).

