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HDEV 470: Seminar/Practicum

To gain entry into HDEV 470, students must:

· be seniors, with a major in Human Development

· have taken all the prerequisite courses

Prerequisites: HDEV 250, 307I, 320, 357I, 360; and consent of the instructor
· submit an application and unofficial transcript to the HDEV office

· read and agree to follow the guidelines (listed below) for finding a practicum site

Once admitted, students should pick up a Letter to Sponsor and Sponsor Information form from the HDEV main office.
Practicum Procedures and Guidelines
The practicum portion of HDEV 470 is designed for students to explore a career goal in the last year of their undergraduate experience.  All students in HDEV 470 must volunteer in a practicum site for 6 hours per week throughout the semester (a total of 90 hours).  Practicum sites in Human Development are chosen by the student, with oversight by the HDEV instructor.  Because it takes some time to set up a practicum placement, this must be done before the semester starts.  Below are requirements and guidelines for choosing a practicum site.

Your practicum should:

· be related to a career goal  

· provide opportunities to assess whether the career is right for the student

· provide contacts in the field who may write letters of recommendation and/or offer a job   

Practicum sites must:

· be safe

· provide meaningful experiences for graduating seniors (you are there to explore a career, particularly a career that requires a college education, not to make coffee or spend all of your time filing)
· provide a supervisor who oversees student work and is willing to evaluate that work at the end of the course

· have enough work so that the student can reasonably fulfill their 90 hour volunteer requirement for the course

Practicum placements cannot:

· be with family or friends

· be paid (in rare cases we have allowed students to volunteer in another department/ classroom where they are already working.  We don’t recommend this, but check with your professor if this is a necessity).
· involve rotation of jobs (for example, those who are exploring teaching should be in one classroom for the semester—not moving back and forth among classrooms of different levels)  

Procedures for choosing a practicum setting:

1. Consider your career goals and choose an area in which you would like to work.  If you are debating between two careers, it might be helpful to do your practicum in the area in which you are least experienced.   

2. Look for agencies/organizations that are doing the work that you are interested in.  This can be accomplished through attending career / internship fairs on the CSULB campus, exploring the Career Center at CSULB, through examining the options provided on the Human Development Beach Board site, the Center for Community Engagement, or through word of mouth.  You are not required to choose a site that has had HDEV students in the past or that is listed on our website.  Just be sure that you choose a site that will give you meaningful experiences that will beneficial toward deciding on or becoming established in a career.

3. Start early.  That will allow you to:  
· choose the best site (the best site is not always the first site you go to)

· get whatever tasks are required by the site done before the semester starts (often there are TB tests, fingerprinting and background checks; all must be completed before the semester starts)
· attend any training sessions that are required by your site and are held before the semester starts (This is especially true for agencies related to those who want to go into counseling, like battered women’s shelters and crisis hotlines.  If the training is in August, you must attend it to be able to volunteer at these sites).
· Take the Letter to Sponsors to practicum settings you are considering.  This letter can be kept by the site so that they have a description of course requirements and contact information for your instructor.

Preparing for class 
· Once you have found a site, ask them to fill out the Sponsor Information form

· Bring your completed Sponsor Form to the first class session of the semester

Frequently Asked Questions:

Can my practicum work be paid?  No.  There is more control over the educational experience if students volunteer.

Will any hours I work at my site before the semester starts be counted toward my 90 required hours?  No.  Part of the seminar involves tracking what people are learning in their practicum sites; for that, students need to be in their sites every week throughout the semester.  The other reason for this requirement is that you should always have access to a faculty supervisor when you are in your site; that cannot be guaranteed when the semester is not in session.

Do I have to work all of my hours for the week on one day?  No.  How students work their hours (whether 1 day or across multiple days) is up to the student and the agency.

Do students ever get offered jobs at their practicum sites?  Yes.  Every semester.  
What do we do in class?  Class meetings are used for several purposes.  We discuss practicum work so that students can explore the various career options available to HDEV majors. In addition, we discuss readings that pertain to real world, human developmental issues, to provide practice in using an HDEV education after graduation.  Finally, students share the results of various outside projects.  Thus, this is a seminar, not a class in which a professor will lecture. 
I have read and agree to follow these guidelines on practicum site choice.

___________________________        ___________________________      _________

                 Signature                                         Printed Name                               Date

