SeGeography/International Studies 355i: International Environmental Issues

Fall 2009
Professor: Paul Laris (undergraduate advisor)



Office: LA4-101E 

E-mail: plaris@csulb.edu





Office Hours: M—Th 1:00-2:00**** 
Meeting Times: T-Th 11:00-12:15




or by appointment

Room: 
LA4-104






Phone: 985-1862 (e-mail is best)
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Course Description   This course challenges us to examine the linkages between the local actions and the international and global dimensions of environmental issues. It is an “issues” based course that will challenge us to critically examine and debate the relationships between numerous phenomena including: 
· environmental scarcity and violence

· population growth and environmental degradation 

· technology, poverty, and the environment 

· ethics, environment, and poverty

· free/fair trade, development, and biodiversity
· climate change and environmental justice 
· consumption and its environmental impacts
We will also explore how environmental problems are socially constructed and we will debate the usefulness of ideas about future solutions to the environmental problems of today. 

GOALS—By the end of the semester you will be able to: (i) understand the relationships between environmental change and human society from a variety of perspectives; (ii) critically evaluate texts concerning a variety of international environmental issues; (iii) write clear, concise reviews and critiques of articles and book chapters, and (iv) take a stand on an environmental issue and make a clear verbal and oral argument in support.
Expectations   As a general rule you should expect to spend at least 2 hours preparing for each hour of class time, a total of at least 6 hours per week.  Note: this is an intensive writing and reading course.  There are weekly writing assignments in addition to term papers.
Reading Assignments Readings are taken from two sources: (i) articles posted on-line on Reserves at http://www.csulb.edu/library/  (find “Reserves” in middle column. PASSWORD: LAR355, and (ii) articles posted on BeachBoard.
Method of Instruction Lecture, discussion, debate, and small work groups following the outline below.  

Types of Assignments 
i) Response Essays 
Learning to write concise descriptions and critiques of what you read is a skill of vital importance.  With this in mind you will write response essays (a total of 7).  The readings for the response essays are marked in bold and underlined. You must do the first two and then choose 5 more over the course of the semester. 
RESPONSE INSTRUCTIONS: In no more than 500 words (1 page, single spaced), your response will a) answer the question posed, b) identify the main arguments of the reading (what they know), c) the data and methods (how they know what they know), and the d) implications (why it is important to us). You may also state your opinion and raise a question especially if you are unclear on some aspect of the reading.  In addition to improving your writing skills, responses will aid in both class discussion and exam preparation.  Responses are due to the instructor electronically by 9 AM on the day of class. Please submit your papers through Beachboard.  
The purpose of the responses is twofold: 1st to improve your writing and critical thinking skills; and 2nd, to help you prepare for the midterm exams which are open-note and book. Late assignments will be severely penalized.
ii) Take Home Exam   You will write a 2-3 page paper (single spaced) on the theme of Violence and the Environment responding to the prompt (question) and drawing upon the readings.
iii) Traditional Essay Exam  The second exam will be a traditional “blue book” in class exam.
iv) Group Paper/Projects    Students will work in groups on 2 projects and prepare group presentations for each topic to be determined. In addition, each of you will produce a 2 page (single spaced) position statement as part of each project (you will each present once and each turn in a position statement once. Please include proper references on all writing assignments. 
Grading Policy   You will be graded on your performance on two exams which will amount to 50% of your total grade.  Participation will constitute 5% of your grade, thus you should attend class and participate actively. This is a writing intensive course. I will grade your responses for 20% of your grade. You will also participate in a group project with a presentation and final report for 25% of your grade (15% presentation and 10% paper).  
Summary of points for final grade: 

 

	Participation
	5%
	Responses
	20%

	Exam 1
	25%
	WTO Paper or presentation
	10-15% 

	Exam 2
	25%
	Final Paper or presentation
	10-15%

	
	
	TOTAL
	100%


Letter grades are awarded by fitting a “curve” to a student’s total score for the semester.  Historically, a student’s score must be near 90% to achieve an ‘A’ grade; 80% to achieve a ‘B’; 70% a ‘C’ and 60% a ‘D’.  The actual score required may vary.  Students registered on a credit/no credit basis must earn a C or higher for credit.
A few pointers for getting a good grade:  Never miss class and don't arrive late. Attendance is an important part of the course—you will not do well if you do not attend.  If you need to be absent please e-mail me and arrange to get notes from another student.  Note carefully the dates of the exams. There are no scheduled make-up exams.  Any conflicts with exams and group work must be resolved within the first 2 weeks of the semester.  Do all of the reading in advance.  If you're having difficulties with the course, seek help early -- before, not after, a test. Don’t wait until the last week of classes to ask for help. 

My Policy: My goal is to make this course as enjoyable and beneficial to you as possible. I hope you will leave my course with useful knowledge that provides you with a new outlook on the world around you. In this course one goal I have is to help you improve your writing. I am on campus most days and am happy to meet with you discuss your work, the environment, international issues, Peace Corps, international experiences or what have you.  Office hours are for your use.  If you can’t make the time listed above send me an e-mail and we can set up a time to meet.  If you have any questions about anything I’ve covered in the lecture, please ask me during or after class, or come see me in my office. I am also the Undergraduate advisor for geography and I am happy to meet with you for advising.
Withdrawal Policy

It is the student’s responsibility to withdraw from a class. The deadline to withdraw for the Fall semester without a “W” is September 14th 2009.  Withdrawal from a course after that date requires the signature of the instructor and the department chair, and is permissible only for serious and compelling reasons.  During the final 3 weeks of instruction withdrawals are not permitted except in cases such as accident or serious illness.

Plagiarism   Plagiarism is the act of taking the ideas or work of another and passing it off as one’s own.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated and is grounds for expulsion.  In this class you will be encouraged to work in pairs or groups.  If you use material created or gathered by a fellow student, you must note this on your paper/report.  Likewise, if you co-author a report for the class, it must be clear to me that the work is a joint project.  In general, be sure to give credit to all of your sources of information be they photographs, maps, or written descriptions.  See CSULB policy: http://www.csulb.edu/divisions/aa/research/our/information/policies/cheating/.
Due to State budget cuts you must please print yourself a copy of this syllabus.
PLEASE NOTE: Faculty and staff at the CSU agreed to a two-day a month furlough for the 2009-2010 Academic Year to make up a 20% cut in the budget of the CSU by the State Legislator and Governor. This has saved hundreds of courses for students, but this also means services will be cut drastically by the furlough. By law, I cannot respond to CSULB business on mandated furlough days. If you are unhappy about these severe cuts to the CSU, join efforts to restore funding to the CSU. Without a continuous and extensive campaign to fight these cuts, we are likely to see similar (or worse) conditions at the CSU in the 2010-2011 academic year.
Tentative Geography /International Studies 355i Schedule
A Complete Reading List is at the end of this Document
Note: All questions are to help you prepare for class, only the response questions need to be answered in written form.

	Week 
	Date
	Topic
	Readings and/or Assignment



	1
	9/1
9/3
	Introduction to International Enviro. Issues

VIOLENT ENVIRONMENTS

Violence and the Environment: What are the links?


	Syllabus

Kaplan, Writing Tips and Rubric
Q: What is the “Coming Anarchy”?

	2
3
	9/8
9/10
9/15

	FURLOUGH DAY, No Class
Environmental Scarcity and Violence
Be familiar with the flow diagrams to explain the complex causes of violence. 


Political Ecology Critique 






	1: Homer-Dixon*
Question: What is the link between violence and the environment according to Homer-Dixon? 
2: Hartman* 
Q: What is the basis of the critique by Hartman of Homer-Dixon’s work?


	4
	9/17
9/22
	Malthus in Rwanda?  (FILM Clip) 
Resource Wars

	Diamond 2005. Is Jared Diamond a neo-Malthusian? 
3: Klare 2002 Intro + Chapters 1
Q: What are the causes of resource wars?


	5
	9/24
9/29

	Blood and Oil 
Blood Diamonds  (FILM Clip)
	Klare 2004 Preface and C1., Saro-wiwa
4: Campbell 2002
No question—Just react to Campbell!

	
	

	6
	10/1
10/6


	Final Discussion on Violence and Environment 

Take-Home Exam due Tuesday (10/6)
POVERTY AND ENVIRONMENT

Poverty and Environmental Degradation

Take-home exam due by 9:00 AM

	Runge 2007
Martin 2006 (helpful for papers)
Hollander (1-27) Be ready to explain the cause of the environmental crisis in Hollander’s view.


	7
	10/8
10/13
10/15

	Poverty and Environment
Kuznet Curves, Technology and Environment
GLOBALIZATION
Geography & Globalization and Global Change 


	5: Moseley (2004) vs Hollander 

Compare and contrast Moseley and Hollander

Kwong 2005

Zimmerer (pp1-11) 
Haussman   Q: Why does Geography matter?

	
	
	
	

	8
	10/20
10/22
	Global Trade & WTO 

Begin Group Project Research!
FURLOUGH DAY! Work on presentations

	Rosenberg 2002
Students meet in groups to research


	9

	10/27
10/29
	Group Research Day 

WTO TRIAL!  Happy Halloween!!!

	Speeches and position statements due 



	10
	11/3
11/5
	Green Trade, Smart Alliances & other schemes

Development & Environmental Services &
Carbon offsets
	Taylor and Sharlin 2004 
6: Hardner & Rice  Q: Who has the best plan? Hardener, Taylor and Sharlin, or another?



	11
12
	11/10
11/12
11/17

	Fair trade  
ETHICS AND GLOBAL ISSUES 
Marijuana Milpa (Agriculture and drug trade)

Environmental Justice and Climate
	7: Bacon 2004 Q: (How) is Fair Trade a better deal for small farmers?
Steinberg 2004  Why do people grow drug crops?

8: Hoerner 2006 Q: Who is responsible for climate change?


	
	11/19
	Ethics and wildlife issues 

	Neumann 2004, (You may skip pp. 817-822) Was the policy to “shoot on-sight” justified?

	13
	11/24
11/27
	FURLOUGH DAY, No Class

NO CLASS Thanksgiving 

	Assign Final Project

	14
	12/1
12/3
	Struggles over fire     (FILM clip)
EXAM 2


	9: Laris 2004 (You may skip pp. 66-69)

Q: Was the government justified in banning fire in Mali?


	15
	12/8
12/10
	Final Group Project  Work
Final Group Project  Work
	TBA

TBA


	Final
	12/17
	Final Meeting (Th: 10:15-12:15): Oil Trial
	Final Papers and Presentations Due


PLEASE NOTE: Faculty and staff at the CSU agreed to a two-day a month furlough and about a 10% pay cut for the 2009-2010 Academic Year to make up a 20% cut in the budget of the CSU by the State Legislator and Governor. This has saved hundreds of courses for students, but this also means services will be cut. By law, I cannot respond to CSULB business on mandated furlough days. If you are unhappy about these severe cuts to the CSU, join efforts to restore funding to the CSU. Without a continuous and extensive campaign to fight these cuts, we are likely to see similar (or worse) conditions at the CSU in the 2010-2011 academic year.

Geography/International Studies 355: Reading List 
Fall 2009
All readings not in the required texts or handed out in class can be found on the CSULB  “course-reserves” WEB-site.  Go to http://www.csulb.edu/library/  Find “Reserves” in middle column.  Search for GEOG 355i in the system.  Our password is “LAR355”.
Bacon, C. 2005. Confronting the Coffee Crisis…

Campbell, G. 2002, Blood Diamonds. Westview Press. (Prologue and C. 1)

Davis, W. 1998 Shadows in the Sun. Broadway books (29-48)

Diamond, J. Collapse. Chapter 10: Malthus in Africa: Rwanda’s Genocide

Hardner, J & Rice, R. 2002. Rethinking Green Consumerism. Scientific American. May: 89-95.

Hartmann, B. 2001. Will the Circle be Broken? In Peluso, N. & Watts, M. Violent Environments. Chpt. 2.

Hausmann, R. 2001. Prisoners of Geography.  Foreign Policy. Jan:44-53.

Hollander, J.M. 2003. The Real Environmental Crisis. University of California Press, Berkeley.

Homer-Dixon, T. et al., 1993. Environmental Change and Violent Conflict. Scientific American. Feb:38-45.
Hoerner, J.A. 2006. Toward a Just Climate Policy. Race, Poverty & the Environment, Summer.
Kaplan, R.D. 2000. The Coming Anarchy. Random House, New York.

Klare, M.T. 2002. Resource Wars. Owl Books, New York. 
Klare, M.T. 2004, Blood and Oil. Henry Holt, New York.
Kwong, J. 2005. Globaliztion’s effects on the environment. Society January /February: 21-28
Laris, P. 2004.  Fight Against Fire. In Moseley, B. and Logan, B.I. African Environment and Development. Ashgate Press. Pp. 63-85.

Martin, A. et al., 2006. Is environmental scarcity a cause of civil wars? Environmental Sciences 3(1):1-4 

Moseley, W.G. 2004. Environmental Degradation and ‘Poor’ Smallholders in the West African Sudano-Sahel. In Moseley, B. and Logan, B.I. African Environment and Development. Ashgate Press. Pp. 41-62.
Moseley, B. Hanging by a Thread. Cotton, Globalization, and Poverty in Africa. Ohio University Press.
Neumann, R. 2004. Moral and discursive geographies in the war for biodiversity in Africa. Political Geography 23: 813-37.
Pearce, F. 2005. The Protein Gap. Conservation in Practice. July 2005.

Peluso, N. & Watts, M. 2001. Violent Environments. Cornell University Press, Ithaca

Rosenberg, T. 2002. The Free-Trade Fix, New York Times.
Runge, C.F. & Senauer, B. 2007. How Biofuels Could Starve the Poor. Foreign Affairs, May/June 2007.
Saro-Wiwa, Ken. In Speaking of Earth (Tal, A. Ed.) Rutgers University Press, pp. 180-188. 

Saro-Wiwa, Ken. Selected Reading from web. http://archive.greenpeace.org/comms/ken/index.html

Steinberg, M.K. 2004. Marijuana Milpa.  Dangerous Harvest. Oxford University Press.

Taylor, J.G.  and Sharlin, P.J. 2004. Smart Alliance. Yale University Press. (2-38).
Zimmerer, K. 2006. Globalization and the New Geographies of Conservation. University of Chicago Press.
Zweig, D and Bi Jianhai. China's Global Hunt for Energy Foreign Affairs. New York: Sep/Oct 2005. Vol. 84, Iss. 5; p. 25
* Schedule for Geography 355i and reading materials are subject to change (stuff happens, you may also send me your suggestions for changes at any time).






***************No Meetings on designated Furlough Days! **************
***************If you need help please ask! **************

