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Catalog Description SW 596A/B

For SW 596A:  Prerequisite:  Concurrent enrollment in SW 500.  First of two semesters with supervised practice in social work agency.Develops basic skills with individuals, families, groups, and communities, emphasizing multi-cultural practice.Two hours weekly field seminar on campus and 16 hours weekly in agency internship.  Credit/No credit grading only.

For SW 596B:  Prerequisite:  SW 500, SW 596A and concurrent enrollment in SW 560 or SW 561.  Second of two semesters with supervised practice in social work agency.Develops basic skills with individuals, families, groups, and communities, emphasizing multi-cultural practice.Two hour’s weekly field seminar on campus and 16 hours weekly in agency internship.  Credit/No credit grading only.

Course Description
SW 596A/B is a two-semester field education course.  Based upon area of concentration, students attend a two-hour weekly seminar, and fulfill 16 hours in a supervised practice experience internship in a community social service agency or allied setting over the fall and spring semesters for a total of 500 hours.  Credit/No Credit grading only. 

Course Overview 
This field education course has two components:  an on-campus seminar that meets weekly with a seminar instructor/liaison, and an off-campus internship in an approved social service agency under the supervision of a field instructor.  The seminar is designed to provide students with the opportunity for discussion and critical analysis of fieldwork focusing on: understanding the philosophy, ethics, and value base of the profession; sensitization to multi-cultural perspectives; addressing possible counter-transference dynamics; integrating field experiences and theoretical material learned in the classroom; sharing concerns and problem-solving; and working on professional growth.Students are taught how to develop a basic understanding of the social work profession, including values, ethics, social work roles, key theoretical and practice concepts, the use of self, the integration of personal and professional values, and advocacy. 

Students should know that social workers are expected to honor confidentiality.  This means that the nature of discussions regarding individual student comments should remain in the classroom.  Issues that social workers must discuss can be challenging and uncomfortable.  Social work students are expected to be respectful of each other’s concerns and always respect age, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, cultural diversity, and spirituality.  Professional behavior is expected in the classroom.    Students are expected to adhere to the NASW Code of Ethics (www.socialworkers.org):  

· Competence

· Dignity         

· Importance of human relationships

· Integrity

· Service

· Social Justice

All university policies, rules and regulations that govern student behavior in the on-campus seminar classroom also apply to the fieldwork internship; students are also expected to adhere to the policies of their fieldwork agency.Students are expected to review the CSULB School of Social Work MSW Fieldwork Manual for a description of fieldwork policies, procedures, and personnel.  Students are responsible for following the policies and procedures outlined in the Manual.  Students are expected to share this information with their field instructors, and ask for clarification, as needed.    

Course Objectives

Upon successful completion of the foundation year of field education, it is expected that students will be able to:

1. Analyze their field education experience, both conceptually and from a direct practice experience.  
2. Apply the integration of seminar and internship experiences, focusing on content from both areas of concentration - Children, Youth, and Families, and Older Adults and Families.  

3. Analyze their own values, attitudes, ethics, and behaviors to increase their competence as professionals and to understand the impact on their professional role.

4. Apply participation in a professional support group to the discussion and resolution of concerns and educational difficulties, and for an understanding of group process and their own contribution.

5. Identify macro social work practice issues that impact agency services to clients, such as legislative and policy decisions, ethical dilemmas, reduced budgets, and staffing shortages.   

6. Give examples of issues and concerns related to persons in society, with a focus on at-risk and oppressed populations in a multi-cultural society, with attention to gender, age, socio-economic status and especially poverty, ethnicity, sexual orientation, spirituality, and physical ability.

7. Demonstrate advocacy for social and economic justice for at-risk and oppressed populations in a multi-cultural society, with attention to gender, age, socio-economic status and especially poverty, ethnicity, sexual orientation, spirituality, and physical ability.  

8. Use generalist social work social work knowledge, values, and skills leading to the completion of the MSW program, incorporating the six major principles of the National Association of Social Workers Code of Ethics:  competence, dignity, importance of human relationships, service, and social justice (www.socialworkers.org).

Immediate Assistance
The School of Social Work recognizes that fieldwork may require the need for immediate assistance from a CSULB field faculty representative.   Each month, Long Beach campus field faculty creates a Person-In-Charge (PIC) calendar.  Each workday, one field faculty is designated as the “PIC.”  All full-time field faculty have voicemail directing callers to a designated administrative support person (562.985.5872), who has the PIC calendar, so the appropriate PIC may be contacted.    If the designated administrative support person is not available, calls are directed to the School of Social Work main office (562.985.4616), which also has the PIC Calendar.  Students and field instructors should receive responsive contact from a field faculty member, as needed, by calling their liaison or School office.    

Seminar Formattc "Seminar Format " \l 2
Group discussion and participation are expected from each student in this student-driven seminar.  While the fieldwork experiences and settings will be different among students, students are expected to learn from each other.  Confidentiality must be observed regarding all client material discussed, as well as personal information shared during seminar. The seminar instructor/liaison is responsible for conferencing with the agency where students are placed at least once each semester.    

Fall Semester Graded Assignments

1. Seminar Participation
Objectives #1 – 8

Students are expected to actively participate in each class session of this interactive seminar.  Participation may include facilitation of a part of a seminar meeting, case presentations, peer consultation, group exercises and activities, role-plays, etc.  Possible topics for discussion include: adjusting to the agency, anxiety, "culture shock;" 

negotiating the learning agreement; orientation to the agency; values and ethics, issues of confidentiality; multi-cultural issues; development of professional self; communication skills; assessment and analysis of client situations; and termination
Attendance is mandatory.The expected benefits of the group process include professional and personal support, shared learning experiences, developmental growth as a group, and group task accomplishment.  Absence affects the group’s cohesion and process.  Students are accountable to each other and to the liaison/seminar instructor for the success of the seminar, and they are accountable to the liaison/seminar instructor to achieve a grade.  

In the event that a class is missed, students are expected to notify the liaison/seminar instructor by phone or email as soon as they are aware that some special circumstance precludes their attending. If an emergency or illness occurs, the liaison/seminar instructor should be contacted as soon as possible after the missed seminar.  Contact should be made with the liaison/seminar instructor directly by phone or email; messages or information should not be passed through other students.
If a second absence occurs in any one semester, the student will be required to complete an assignment given by the seminar instructor.  This assignment must be completed by the end of the semester in which the absence occurred.  

2.  Learning Agreement/Orientation Checklist 

Objectives: #1 - 8 

The learning agreement is designed to provide a structured but individualized plan for the first-year field education experience, based on the learning needs, field activities, goals and objectives.  Activities should be reviewed and can be amended at any time. The Learning Agreement must be completed and signed by both the field instructor and the student.  A copy of the Learning Agreement/Orientation Checklist must be submitted to the Liaison/Seminar Instructor no later than: Saturday, October 15, 2011. A grade of Credit/No Credit is achieved for this assignment.    
3.  Journal 

Objectives:  #1 - 6 

The journal is an essential part of the student's field experience.  It provides students with the opportunity to reflect upon significant learning experiences, as well as their feelings about these experiences.  It also provides the liaison/seminar instructor with information about students’ activities in the field.  A one to two page journal must be submitted weekly.  It will be read weekly by the liaison/ seminar instructor and will be returned the following week with comments and questions.  If the student is unable to submit it when due, specific arrangements should be made with the liaison/seminar instructor prior to the date the journal is due; or immediately after the missed date in case of emergency.  A grade of Credit/No Credit is achieved for this assignment.  
4.   Educationally-Based Recordings

Objectives:  #1 - 6

An educationally based recording is a written account of a student’s interview with a client(s) or a group experience. These recordings will be used during the field instructor/student supervisory sessions as a teaching tool and are to be turned in to the field instructor. They are not used for documentation in a client’s chart.  Students are required to submit educationally-based recordings to their field instructors on a weekly basis.  Student must complete one educationally-based recording per week. Students may be asked to submit educationally-based recordings to the Liaison/Seminar Instructor that have been read and commented on by the students’ respective field instructors. By the end of the fall semester, students must have completed a minimum of 12 educationally based recordings, and must complete 15 educationally based recordings for the spring semester.  A grade of Credit/No Credit is achieved for this assignment.   
5.  Educationally-Based Recording Log 

Objectives:  #1 - 6: 

The Educationally Based Recording Log is kept by the student and submitted to the field instructor along with each Educationally Based Recording.  Each entry is to be signed by both the student and the field instructor.  The log will be submitted to the liaison two times each semester.  Due dates no later than: 10/22/11, 12/10/11 & 2/11/12, 5/12/12. A grade of Credit/No Credit is achieved for this assignment.   
6.  Self Assessment and Evaluation Review   

Objectives:  #1 – 8

The purpose of this assignment is to reflect on learning accomplishments.  All students will complete this assignment, providing the opportunity to assess the progress made during the first semester in field and to plan for the second semester.  Please see “Guidelines for Self-Assessment and Evaluation Review” at the end of this syllabus.  Due date is no later than: December 11, 2011.  A grade of Credit/No Credit is achieved for this assignment.   
Spring Semester Graded Assignments

1.  Seminar Participation (same as Fall Semester).   

2.  Journal (same as Fall semester).   

3.   Educationally-Based Recordings (same as Fall semester).    
4.  Educationally-Based Recording Log (same as Fall semester).

5.  Reflection Paper 

At the end of the Spring semester, all students write a paper that reflects their overall experience both in field placement and in seminar.  Reading the journals that were submitted during the semester will assist the student in reviewing areas of growth and areas that need further development.  Please see “Guidelines for Reflection Paper” at the end of this syllabus. This assignment isdue no later than: Saturday May 12, 2012.  A grade of Credit/No Credit is achieved for this assignment.    
Evaluation/Grading Process

1.  Field Conference
The Liaison/Seminar Instructor will schedule a conference each semester with the field instructor and the student for the purpose of discussing the student’s assignments and performance.  They are limiting the number of face to face conferences and instead, will be making greater use of technology. Most conferences will be done via teleconferences or video conferences. Each student will still have at least one “conference” per semester in the first year, and one in the first semester for second year students. Second semester conferences for second year students are optional and at the discretion of the Field Liaison or, if requested by the Field Instructor or student. The Field Liaison has the discretion of deciding when and if to do a face-to-face conference, and there are many reasons s/he might choose to do so. It should not be taken to infer that there is a problem. A face-to-face conference may also be requested by the Field Instructor or the student. 

2.  Interim Progress Report

This report is the evaluation of the student’s progress in field work. The report is completed by the field instructor and signed by both the student and the field instructor.This evaluation is due October 22, 2011 for Fall Semester, and February 11, 2012 for Spring Semester.  

3. Comprehensive Skills Evaluation 

The field instructor is responsible for completing this Evaluation at the end of the Fall and Spring semesters, and forwarding it to the Liaison/Seminar Instructor by a specified date.  This Evaluation must be reviewed with the student and signed by the student and the field instructor.   This evaluation is due no later than December 10, 2011 for Fall Semester and May 12, 2012 for Spring Semester.  A grade of Credit/No Credit is achieved for this component of the course.    
4.  Total Course Grade

The assigned grade is based upon the student’s attendance and performance in both the field seminar and agency based fieldwork.  For both fall and spring semesters, students must achieve a grade of Credit for each assignment in order to achieve a grade of Credit for the entire course.  A grade of No Credit for any assignment will result in a student achieving a grade of either No Credit or Incomplete for the course.

University and Instructor Policies
University Policy Regarding Adjustments to the Class Format:

Any student requiring special consideration for class format and schedule due to religious observance, military obligations or due to disability (as certified by the CSULB Disabled Students Services) must provide instructor with written notice of those needs by the second week of class.

University and School Policy Regarding Plagiarism and the Use of Turnitin:

Plagiarism in academic papers is unacceptable and inconsistent with CSULB guidelines and the NASW Code of Ethics. Plagiarism is the act of using the ideas or work of another person or persons without giving credit to that source. To avoid plagiarism problems and to conform to professional writing standards, you must follow APA guidelines and reference each time you refer to views or ideas that are drawn from published or non-published materials.  Students must produce copies of all sources cited in any paper upon the instructor’s request.  The CSULB Policy Statement 85-19 describes plagiarism and sanctions for academic dishonesty and is available at

http://www.csulb.edu/~senate/Policies/85-19.html
Students agree that by taking this course all required papers may be subject to submission for review to Turnitin.com for the detection of plagiarism. All submitted papers will be included as source documents in the Turnitin.com reference database solely for the purpose of detecting plagiarism. You may submit your paper in such a way that no identifying information about you is included.  Another option is that you may request, in writing from your instructor, that your papers not be submitted to Turnitin.com.  However, if you choose this option you will be required to provide documentation to substantiate that the papers are your original work and do not include any plagiarized material.
School Policy Regarding Application of the NASW Code of Ethics in all Classes:
The NASW Code of Ethics outlines a set of core values that form the basis of social work’s purpose and perspective.  The core values are:

· Service

· Social justice

· Dignity and worth of the person

· Importance of human relationships

· Integrity

· Competence

The School of Social Work also applies the Code to classroom interactions and comportment.  That is, students as emerging professionals are expected to maintain confidentiality, respect for difference and are expected to take personal responsibility for timely attendance and consistent commitment to the learning experience by being active and responsible members of each class or group.

For further elaboration of the values and ethical standards inherent in social work, students are encouraged to access the Code of Ethics at:

http://www.socialworkers.org/pubs/code/code.asp
Cell Phones / Laptops:

To facilitate course process, cell phones (including texting), laptops and all other electronic devices should not be in use during class meetings.

Class Participants:
Due to the nature of the seminar, class participants should include only students enrolled in the class.  Due to the nature of course content, children are never permitted as guests.    

SELF ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION REVIEW

FALL SEMESTER FINAL PAPER

This assignment is due at the end of the first semester with the specific due date provided by your seminar instructor.  This review is intended to be a reflection of your learning accomplishments in the fall semester.  

Review your learning agreement and each of the 10 competencies.  Identify one competency where you have shown the most growth.

      Identify one competency that is the most challenging in your development

1) Discuss both competencies using examples of your accomplishments in that area as well as your plans to work toward greater proficiency in your next semester.  What activities or actions will you take to gain new skills in that area?

2) Describe a value conflict / ethical dilemma that you have encountered this semester and how you reconciled it.

3) After reflecting on your experience this semester, what changes / additions do you plan to make in the spring semester regarding seminar and field.

Writing format:  2 – 4 pages typed, double-spaced, one-inch margins, plain font.

1) Write in complete sentences and avoid jargon

2) Use a cover page to write your name, semester/year, agency field internship name, and field instructor’s name.

Guidelines for Reflection Paper

This assignment is due at the end of the second semester, specific due date provided by Liaison/Seminar Instructor.  This Paper is intended to be a reflection of your learning accomplishments for the entire field experience.  It is a summary reviewing your experiences in field and seminar, as well as with the journaling process.  

Please address the following questions:  

1.   Review your journal entries and your comments. 

(a) In what ways have you changed professionally?  

(b) In what ways have you changed personally?

(c) How might journaling have contributed?

2.   Consider your professional and personal use of self at the beginning of the semester.

(a) How are you different?

(b) How do you account for these differences?  

(c) In what areas have you changed or developed as a learner.  

3.  Reflect on the process of the field seminar. 

(a) What has the experience been like for you? 

(b) In what ways have you contributed positively to the growth and the value of the group?  

(c) In what ways might you have enhanced your participation?  

4.   How have seminar and journaling impacted your fieldwork? What impact might this

have on your future practice?

5.   Review the objectives outlined on the course syllabus. 

(a) Which have been met, and why?

(b) Which have not been met, and why?  

6.  Address the following questions: 

(a)  What did you learn from the termination process concerning your clients?

    (b)  What did you learn from the termination process concerning your internship and 

your seminar?

Writing format:

1.  Type between three to five pages, double-spaced, one-inch margins, plain font (i.e. 

Times New Roman, Arial).

2.   Write in complete sentences, and avoid jargon.

3.    Use a cover page (to ensure confidentiality) to write your name, semester/year, 

agency field placement name, and field instructor’s name. 
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