CSULB, DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL WORK

THE MOST COMMONLY ASKED QUESTIONS (AND ANSWERS)

ABOUT FIELD PLACEMENT

1. If I complete the 500 hours in field will I automatically receive credit?

No. Credit is given to students who demonstrate appropriate social work skills in field, and complete seminar requirements (mandatory attendance, participation and assignments.)  
2. Are the number of hours required in field placement the same for fall and spring semesters?

No. The spring semester includes the month of January. (You are required to attend field during the month of January.)  For this reason, more hours are completed in the spring semester.
3. Can I plan to take a three-week vacation during the Holiday Break?

Not necessarily. Because of the need for continuity with your clients, time off during the holiday break needs to be discussed ahead of time with your field instructor.  Most students are able to take some vacation and some students are asked to complete a limited number of hours during the holiday break. Again, keep in mind that you return to field the first week in January.
4. If I complete the 500 hours before the end of the semester, can I end early?

No. You must remain in field until the end of the spring semester.

5. What happens if I get sick, my car breaks down, or I have personal emergency, do I have to make up hours in the field?

Yes. You are responsible for completing 500 hours in field.
6. Can I get a placement with evening and/or weekend hours?

Highly unlikely.  Very few agencies offer limited evening hours and/or weekend hours. Generally, those agencies with evening hours are for the benefit of their clients and usually end no later than 8pm.  You need to plan for 16 hours in field during weekdays and daytime hours. Keep in mind that your learning experience is our highest priority.  
7. What happens if I cannot get along with my Field Instructor or I don’t like my field placement, can I be reassigned to a new agency?

Not necessarily.  Resolution of problems is a learning experience, and you will receive guidance and support from field faculty in order to resolve issues that arise in field. Re-placement is not considered until these efforts have been made.  Keep in mind that a new placement may not be available and you may need to defer field for a year. Specific policies and procedures regarding field education are discussed in the Field Manual. Every student is required to read the Field Manual which can be accessed on Beachboard, “Student Corner.” 
8. After seminar assignments have been made, can I request a change?

No.  To enrich your experience, seminar assignments are made based on diversity of students as well as agencies in which they are placed, and specific assignments are made by field faculty. Additionally, seminars function as groups, and therefore any change.   would be disruptive to group process. Please be aware that seminar assignments are for the entire academic year.  You will have the opportunity to choose between a Monday evening and a Saturday morning seminar if you are a part time student. 
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