BENCHMARKS FOR MSN/MSHCA STUDENTS


	Admissions
	FALL 

1st Semester
	SPRING

2nd  Semester
	FALL 

3rd Semester
	SPRING

4th Semester
	FALL

5th Semester
	SPRING 
6th Semester

	Apply to Graduate Nursing and to University (2 applications) Oct. 15 and March 1Deadlines
	Take HCA courses of 502, 505, 510 and 515; Nrsg classes 559, 560 and 596
	Continue HCA courses of 502, 505, 510 and 515; Nrsg classes 560 and 596
	Take HCA 524
Take 676/676L clinical courses
	Take 677/677L clinical courses)

Take HCA 530

Begin work on thesis (Nrsg or HCA 698) or project (N692 or HCA 698)
 
	Take 678/678L clinical courses 

Continue f thesis or project 

Take HCA 535
	Complete thesis or project 
Take HCA 550

(HCA courses 524, 530, 535 and 550 may be taken in earlier semesters if offered)

	Work on outstanding

prerequisite courses

Take GRE or GMAT

	Complete outstanding prerequisites

Take GRE or GMAT if not completed
	File for Adv. to Candidacy after completing WPE (obtain forms from website/Graduate Nrsg Office)
	
	
	Apply for stipend through Graduate Nrsg Office or advisor 
	Apply for stipend through Graduate Nrsg Office or advisor 

	
	Take WPE through University (call 562-985-4007) or turn in proof of WPE from other Cal State
	Contact clinical advisor to plan program and clinical courses 
	
	
	Apply to University to graduate with MSN if graduating in Spring – form at Brotman Hall/deadline is Oct. 15th
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Apply  for National Certification if MSN completed


Important Points to Remember
1. You cannot break your enrollment, i.e., you must enroll or file an educational leave every semester until you graduate.
2. You may choose to take core classes over more than three semesters and start clinicals at a later time.  Must start clinical series with Nrsg 676/676L.Clinicals offered in three semester cycles.
3. Maximum length of time to complete the masters program is 7 years from the first graduate class taken.

4. You can transfer a maximum of 18 units into the graduate program..

5. If you miss the Graduation Request deadline (must be advanced), you may have to graduate a semester later. You must advance at least one semester before you graduate.
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