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Master of Arts

Family and Consumer Sciences

Emphasis: Family and Consumer Sciences Education
FCS 692: Directed Project 

Requirements

Effective:  11-27-06
I.
Purpose

The purpose of the Directed Project (FCS 692) experience is to provide MA graduate students with an alternative to FCS 698--Thesis.  It is the intention of the area faculty that the Directed Project be an applied research project.  

In consultation with the student’s Chair and Committee, the student will create a proposal, conduct appropriate project activities, provide a final written report, and complete an oral presentation.

II.
Reasons to choose FCS 692

1. Student has no plans to get a Ph.D. in the future;

2. Student prefers to conduct an applied research project rather than a theoretical research project (thesis);

3. Student feels a need to apply topics learned in his/her academic program in the workplace environment.

III.
Appropriate Experiences in FCS 692

Students should consult with their chair and committee members to discuss the experience that would be best suited to fulfill their long-term academic and professional goals.  There are many possibilities for topics of the research project.  Most importantly, the project should be based on a problem that is related to the student’s chosen career interest.  The research method selected must be one that best answers the problem.

IV.
Proposal Content

Similar to a thesis project, the directed project must follow content guidelines. The task is to write a proposal dealing with a question or problem that is of interest to the student and faculty, of importance to the knowledge base of the area of specialization, and relevant to the field of Family and Consumer Sciences.      Approved proposals will contain the following components:

1.
signature page;

2.
a title page and table of contents;

4.
an introduction and statement of the problem, project objectives and significance of the problem; 

5.
a review of literature;

6.
an appropriate methodology and analysis;

7.
a bibliography;

8.
appendices, as appropriate.

V.
Completed Project
Similar to a thesis project, the directed project must follow content guidelines.  Approved completed projects will contain the following:

1.
signature page;

2.
abstract;

3.
a title page and table of contents;

4.
an introduction and statement of the problem, project objectives and significance of the problem

5.
a review of literature;

6.
an appropriate methodology and analysis;

7.
a results section;

8.
a discussion and conclusion section;

9.
a bibliography;

10.
appendices, as appropriate.

VI.
Oral Presentation

Graduating graduate students are required to present their findings at the last faculty meeting during Fall or Spring semester (depending on which semester they graduate).  Oral presentations will provide the following information:

1. a brief overview of the project purpose and goals;

2. a brief discussion of methodology;

3. a review of results, findings, and conclusions.

VII.
Evaluation

Student’s final grade will be based on the following:

1. self-evaluation

2. evaluation by sponsor (if applicable)

3. evaluation by directed project chair and committee members

VIII.
References

1.  APA Manual (most recent edition)

2.  University Style and Format Guidelines for Master’s Theses and Directed Project 

Reports  (most recent version)
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