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Abstract: The recent proof of the Poincar Conjecture, a century-old
problem in 3-dimensional geometry, has made many headlines this sum-
mer. I will explain what the Poincar Conjecture was, and also introduce
its less talked about (but perhaps more important) extension the Ge-
ometrization Conjecture. I will try to convey why topologists cared
about these problems, and what the current and future impact of these
breakthroughs is likely to be. The talk will assume no sophisticated
mathematical background beyond calculus.


