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 Phonetic value assigning: The letter [e] is pronounced mostly as the English [e] in worker. However, it is pronounced as the English [e] in kept if it constitutes a compound final with       

 other vowel letter, as in [ie, ei, üe (yue)], etc.  The blade  [-i] never constitutes compound finals with other vowels and only follows initial consonants [z, c, s, zh, ch, sh, r] (see column 4). 

 Basic combination rules : The Initials can be divided into 3 groups: [b, p, m, f; d, t, n, l], [z, c, s, zh, ch, sh, r; g, k, h], and [j, q, x]. The finals can be divided into 2  groups: [i- / ü-]  

 finals, which begin with [i ] (excluding the blade [–i ] or  [ü] (umlaut u)], and all non-i/-ü finals.

(1) :
The [b, p, m, f; d, t, n, l] group is most productive, being able to combine with most finals of both groups, except that  [b, p, m, f ]  never precede [u-] and [ü-] compound finals. 

Hence,  there is no buo, püe, muan etc.

(2):
The [j, q, x] group and the [z, c, s, zh, ch, sh, r; g, k, h] group are complementary in distribution:  [i- /ü-] finals always follow [j, q, x]  but never follow [z, c, s, zh, ch, sh, r; g, k, h].  Hence, there is no chin, shing, gia, sian, hian, gue, shue and jai, juo etc. By contrast, all the other finals always follow [z, c, s, zh, ch, sh, r; g, k, h] but never [j, q, x]. Since [u] never follows [j, q, x],  [ü] is written, for convenience sake, as [u] after [j, q, x], as shown in the last three rows in columns 22-25.

 Tone mark placing: Always place the tone mark above the vowel letter.  When more than one vowel letter is in the final, locate the tone mark with the following preference  

 order based on loudness/openness: a > o / e > u / i / ü .  In the [iu /ui] finals, put the tone mark above the second letter, (since the first one somewhat behaves like a semi-vowel [y/w].        
