A Faculty Guide to Linking Student Learning Outcomes, Teaching, and Assessment

This guide is designed to help you to 1) formulate statements about what you want students to know and to be able to do as a result of your course, referred to as Student Learning Outcomes (SLOs); 2) adopt teaching methods or strategies that you can employ to help your students to meet your expectations about learning; and 3) design ways to assess student learning on SLOs.

Basic expectations for student learning

SLOs.  Typical student learning outcomes at this level are phrased as “the student will arrange, classify, define, describe, discuss, duplicate, explain, express, identify, indicate, label, list, locate, memorize, name, order, recall, recognize, relate, repeat, report, reproduce, restate, review, select, state, tell, understand...”
Teaching.  Teaching strategies or methods at this level generally include assigned readings, lecture, rote learning and similar methods.
Assessment.  Assessment tools at this level generally include objective tests (true-false, multiple choice, fill in the blank, etc.)
Intermediate expectations for student learning
SLOs.  Typical student learning outcomes at this level are phrased as “the student will apply, analyze, appraise, calculate, choose, compare, contrast, criticize, demonstrate, differentiate, discriminate, distinguish, dramatize, employ, examine, experiment, illustrate, interpret, operate, practice, question, schedule, sketch, solve, test, use, or write...”
Teaching.   Teaching strategies or methods at this level generally supplement those listed above with class (or internet) discussion; case studies; simulations; service learning; audiotape or videotape of student performance; problem-solving exercises; evidence-based tasks; group learning projects; real-life interactions; and similar methods.
Assessment.  Assessment tools at this level generally include assignments that require students to not only comprehend but also apply information, methods, concepts, and theories in new situations, and to solve problems using required skills or knowledge.

 summarize, describe, interpret, contrast, predict, associate, distinguish, estimate, differentiate, discuss, extend

# Question Cues:

summarize, describe, interpret, contrast, predict, associate, distinguish, estimate, differentiate, discuss, extend

# 

# Questions Cues:

apply, demonstrate, calculate, complete, illustrate, show, solve, examine, modify, relate, change, classify, experiment, discover

# seeing patterns

# organization of parts

# recognition of hidden meanings

# identification of components

# 
Question Cues:

analyze, separate, order, explain, connect, classify, arrange, divide, compare, select, explain, infer
Advanced expectations for student learning

SLOs.  Typical student learning at this level outcomes are phrased as “the student will appraise, argue, arrange, assemble, assess, attach, choose, collect, compose, construct, create, defend, design, develop, estimate, evaluate, formulate, judge, manage, organize, plan, predict, prepare, propose, rate, score, set up, support, value, write...”
Teaching.  Teaching methods at this level generally supplement the above with class (or internet) discussion; case studies; simulations; service learning; audiotape or videotape of student performance; problem-solving exercises; evidence-based tasks; group learning projects; real-life interactions; 

Assessment.    

   use old ideas to create new ones 

  generalize from given facts 

  relate knowledge from several areas 

  predict, draw conclusions 

  Question Cues:
combine, integrate, modify, rearrange, substitute, plan, create, design, invent, what if?, compose, formulate, prepare, generalize, rewrite 

  compare and discriminate between ideas 

  assess value of theories, presentations 

  make choices based on reasoned argument 

  verify value of evidence 

  recognize subjectivity 

  Question Cues
assess, decide, rank, grade, test, measure, recommend, convince, select, judge, explain, discriminate, support, conclude, compare, summarize    * 

    * predict consequences

