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THE ETHICAL IS PERSONAL: 
Ethics Every Day: Home, Work, World
Fall 2006
Faculty:

Kathleen A. Lacey, MBA, JD 



Julie C. Van Camp, PhD, JD
Professor of Legal Studies in Business 


Professor of Philosophy
Office:  CBA 418




Office: AS [LIBE] 148
Office hours: 12:30-2:30 MW



Office hours: 12:30-3:00 M
Phone: 562-985-5668 




Phone: 562-985-5854

E-mail: klacey@csulb.edu



e-mail: jvancamp@csulb.edu
Graduate Assistants: 
Carlos Brocatto: cbrocatt@csulb.edu (office hours: 1-2 M in MHB-915-Philosophy Department)
Debraun Ellis: delis@csulb.edu (office hours: 1-2 W in MHB-915-Philosophy Department)

Schedule:
Lecture (All three Sections): M 11:00-12:15 pm – ECS-105
Discussion:

Sec 01 (class number 5995): W 11:00-12:15 - CBA-216 (Lacey)

Sec 03 (class number 9318): W 11:00-12:15 – EDS-216 (Ellis & Brocatto)
Sec 04 (class number 11231): W 12:30-1:45 – LA3-103 (Van Camp)

Course description: 

The course is organized to address and analyze current ethical issues confronted in both everyday life and organizational decision-making. The goal is to attain depth as well as breadth in the examination of the ethical problems and reasoning as students encounter them in their families and private lives, their working life, political participation, and international business.
Prerequisites: Completion of the General Education Foundation courses; junior standing
General Education: IC/capstone + C.2.b. (“Philosophy”) + D.2. (“Social & Behavioral Sciences)
Course Organization and Structure:

This is a team-taught interdisciplinary course. Instructors and guest speakers will lecture on Mondays and occasionally on Wednesdays. To facilitate both broad and in-depth understanding of the content, the instructors will lead breakout sessions throughout the semester on Wednesdays.


To meet the University requirements for IC (interdisciplinary) capstone courses, the course includes substantial writing, as well as introduction to two disciplines, legal reasoning and philosophical/ethical methodologies.

Course Objectives:  After taking this course students should be able to:

*Identify the potential roles of corporations, non-governmental organizations, government and civil society for cultivating ethical and socially responsible actions, as measured in written and oral assignments.

*Identify the nature of ethical/philosophical problems in all spheres of daily life, as measured in written and oral assignments.
*Evaluate the similarities and differences between ethical reasoning and legal reasoning in problems addressed in both spheres

*Describe the importance of developing personal methods for addressing ethical dilemmas they encounter.
*Apply ethical models and analysis to problems encountered in business, government, education, media, healthcare, athletics, and other professional fields

*Discover core values in order to build a strong ethical foundation upon which future decisions can be made. 

*Analyze the ethical challenges and complexities faced by citizens today in their daily life, work, and broader contexts
*Analyze several case studies in ethical dilemmas, with sometimes conflicting implications for stakeholders, faced by typical students and citizens, as measured by written and oral presentation of alternative resolutions of the cases, using theories and methods of philosophical and legal reading
*Improve thinking, reading, comprehension, and analytical skills, as measured by improvements in writing assignments throughout the semester.
*Utilize critical thinking skills in order to develop compelling and logical arguments for class discussion, individual presentations and writing assignments.

*Actively participate in scripted mock trial raising multiple ethical conflicts

Requirements and Evaluation:
1. 

Mid-term essay examination
              25%

2. 

Final essay examination
                           25%

3. 

Odyssey Report I (1000-1500 words)       10%

4.                          Odyssey Report II (1000-1500 words)       10%
5.

Report analyzing recommended outcome of mock trial



(1000-1500 words)

               15%

6.

Attendance and Participation
               15%

Mid-term and final examinations: These will be open-book essay exams in which you will use the course material to discuss the perspectives on hypothetical case studies raising ethical and legal issues studied in the course

Required Course Readings: All readings are listed below on the syllabus. They are available on the CSULB Electronic Databases and CSULB E-reserve. Accessing these electronic resources will be demonstrated at the first class meeting.

Rules of Class Conduct:
(A) 
All papers should be typed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins around the page, and stapled. All pages should be numbered. The type pitch size should be 10 to 12-point and papers should be typed on a word processor.

(B) 
Make-up exams and assignments will be granted only for University-mandated absences (e.g., serious illness or death in the immediate family) and documentation will be required. In the event of a missed examination or assignment, you must contact your breakout session instructor at your earliest opportunity to arrange an alternate exam date.

(C) 
University policy on dropping and withdrawal from classes is set forth in the Fall 2006 Schedule of classes. Students are obligated to withdraw officially from their courses even if they have not attended. Depending on when you drop a course, withdrawals may require the signature of the instructor, chairperson, and the dean of the college. Drops are not permitted during the last three weeks of instruction, except under extremely extenuating circumstances such as grave illness or injury. Students who withdraw from the course have the responsibility of getting the proper signature and filling out the paperwork, otherwise, their names will appear on the grade sheet and the professors will be required to enter a grade.

(D) 
Students are expected to come prepared for class and to actively participate throughout the semester.

(E) 
Students are expected to treat each other and the professors and guest speakers with courtesy and respect. This means listening attentively and taking notes and avoiding distracting behavior; e.g., talking to friends or doing homework for other classes will not be permitted during class. Cell phones should be turned off during all classes. Although class discussion may become “heated,” please raise your hand and do not interrupt your colleague or the professors and guest speakers when s/he is speaking.

(F) 
It is the responsibility of students to notify instructors in writing, in advance, of any special accommodation for a disability, as verified by the University.

(G) 
The University policies on Cheating and Plagiarism will be followed strictly. (See Fall 2006 Schedule of Classes, pp. 51-52.) Students who have any questions or uncertainty whatsoever about this policy are responsible for meeting individually with the instructor to discuss the policy. Options available to instructors include failing a student for the course and reporting students to Judicial Affairs for possible probation, suspension, or expulsion. Please remember: as easy as it is for you to find papers on the World Wide Web which you steal and submit as your own work, it is just as easy for instructors to find the source of a stolen paper.

Class Web site: http://www.csulb.edu/~jvancamp/Odyssey_f2006/

Assignments and updates to the class schedule will be posted periodically on the public class web site. Please check it regularly for new information. 

Beachboard: Some discussion sections may use Beachboard for the on-line gradebook and other features. Students should check with their discussion section leader for more information.
COURSE SCHEDULE
Part I. Introduction to the Course
Week I:
Monday, August 28: Introduction to the course: topics, methodologies

What is ethics? What is philosophical methodology? What is legal reasoning?

What are typical ethical problems we encounter that will be addressed in this course?
Wednesday, August 30:
Small Group Discussion: Introductions

Readings:

“The Ethics of Everyday Life,” KCET



http://www.kcet.org/lifeandtimes/ethicsproject/episode_three.php

Week II:
Monday, September 4:
Labor day - no class

Wednesday, September 6:
Small Group Discussion


Readings: 
“Philosophy: What can you do with it? What can you do without it?”


http://www.csulb.edu/~jvancamp/Philosophy_CobolReport.pdf
“Philosophy: A Brief Guide for Undergraduates,” American Philosophical Association


http://www.apa.udel.edu/apa/publications/texts/briefgd.html
Week III:
Monday, September 11: Kick-off panel (King Alexander, Rychard Cooper, Joanne Gordon, Kathleen Lacey, Brian Lane, Michael Mahoney, Craig Smith, Mick Ukleja, Julie Van Camp)
[meet in Beach Auditorium-lower level USU]

Wednesday, September 13: Break-out discussions
Readings: 

“The Character of Legal Reasoning,” Washington and Lee Law Review

http://www.findarticles.com/p/articles/mi_qa3655/is_200404/ai_n9391911


“Just Because It’s Legal, Is It Ethical?” Jeffrey Seglin [CSULB Electronic Reserves]
Part II: Ethics: Home and Family
Week IV:
Monday, September 18: Stem Cell Research
Readings: 

“When does human life really begin?” by Mary Warnock (The Independent-London, May 9, 2006) (Lexis-Nexis [World News-European Papers], Electronic Resources, University Library)

“The Ethics of Stem Cell Research,” Gene Outka


http://bioethics.gov/background/outkapaper.html
Wednesday, September 20: Break-out discussions

Week V:
Monday, September 25: Euthanasia and Assisted Suicide
Readings:  

“Assisted suicide: A Right or a Wrong?” Claire Andre and Manuel Velasquez

http://www.scu.edu/ethics/publications/iie/v1n1/suicide.html
Bush v. Schiavo, No. SC04-925 (Supreme Court of Florida, 2004)

Washington v. Glucksberg, 521 U.S. 702 (U.S. Supreme Court, 1997)

Vacco v. Quill, 521 U.S. 793 (U.S. Supreme Court, 1997)
FIRST REPORT ASSIGNMENT DUE AT CLASSTIME
Wednesday, September 27: Breakout Discussions: 


“The Case of the Depressed Patient”



http://www.scu.edu/ethics/dialogue/candc/cases/patient.html

Week VI:
Monday, October 2: Family obligations? living organ donations
Readings:

“Dying to Donate?” CNN


http://archives.cnn.com/2002/HEALTH/01/21/ethics.matters/index.html
“Informed Consent in Living Organ Donors,” Samuel D. Hensley


http://content.nejm.org/cgi/content/full/343/6/433
Wednesday, October 4: Breakout discussions

Week VII:
Monday, October 9: Review for Mid-term exam
Wednesday, October 11: MID-TERM EXAM [in discussion group rooms]

Part III: Ethics at School
Week VIII:
Monday, October 16: Academic Honesty: Cheating and Plagiarism
Guest speakers: 
Kenneth T. Kelly, Director, Student Transition and Retention Services, CSULB
Steve Katz, Director, Judicial Affairs, CSULB

Readings:


“Cheating Themselves,” Issues in Ethics Vo. 9, No. 1 (Winter 1998)


http://www.scu.edu/ethics/publications/iie/v9n1/cheating.html

Second report assignment distributed on Odyssey class page
Wednesday, October 18: Breakout discussions

Week IX:

Monday, October 23: Elections here and in the nation

Readings:

“Motherhood, Apple Pie, and Election Fraud,” Tracy Campbell, Chronicle Review               (December 10, 2004) [University Library-Electronic Resources-Lexis-News]

“Election fraud: The Student Body Supreme Court of Indiana University”

     http://www.indiana.edu/~court/decisions/steelvkirkwood_SBSCdecision_0201.pdf

Bush v. Gore, 531 U.S. 98 (2000)

http://www.oyez.org/oyez/resource/case/766/
Wednesday, October 25: “Fabled Service: Ordinary Acts, Extraordinary Outcomes”
Guest speaker: Betsy Sanders, Principal, The Sanders Partnership

[meet in ECS-105]

Week X:
Monday, October 30:
Computer ethics

Guest speaker: Tom Jewett, Lecturer in Engineering, CSULB

Readings: 

“Computer Ethics: Codes, Commandments, and Quandries”


http://www.csulb.edu/~jvancamp/Computer_Codes_CobolReport.pdf

Wednesday, November 1 breakout discussion groups

Part IV.  Ethics at Work

Week XI: 
Monday, November 6: Business Ethics: Overview
Wednesday, November 8: Breakout discussion group

Readings: 

“Quiz Yourself on Business Ethics,” Dawn-Marie Driscoll, W. Michael Hoffman, Edward Petry [CSULB Electronic Reserves]

“International ethics standards for business: NAFTA, CAUX principles and corporate codes of ethics,” Review of Business (spring 1997), Vol. 18, No. 3, pp. 20-23 [CSULB Library-Electronic Resources-ProQuest]

Grimshaw v. Ford, 119  Cal. App. 3d 757 (Ct. of Appeal of California, 1981)

Kasky v. Nike, 27 Cal. 4th 939 (Supreme Court of California, 2002)
SECOND REPORT ASSIGNMENT DUE AT CLASSTIME

Week XII: 
Monday, November 13: Computer ethics at work: privacy, cyberstalking, illegal conduct, spam

Wednesday, November 15: Breakout discussion group

Readings:

United States v. Morris, 928 F.2d 504 (2nd Cir., 1991)

United States v. Alkhabaz, 104 F.3d 1492 (6th Cir., 1997)

Intel v. Hamidi, 30 Cal. 4th 1342 (Supreme Court of California, 2003)

Week XIII:
Monday, November 20: Do corporations have ethical obligations?
Guest speaker: Dr. Jeffery Smith, Director, University of Redlands Center for Business, Ethics, and Society
Wednesday, November 22 NO CLASS (University holiday)
Week XIV:
Monday, November 27: Multinational Corporations and their ethical obligations
Guest speaker: Pamela Garretson, Executive Ethics Director, Boeing


Readings:
“Ethics, Enterprise, and the Multinational Corporation: Interview with Lee R. Raymond, Exxon-Mobile”



http://www.acton.org/publicat/randl/interview.php?id=454
“Multinational Corporations, Governance Deficits, and Corruption,” Global Development Resource Center

http://www.gdrc.org/u-gov/doc-business_gg.html

“Case Study for Companies Dealing with Security Forces: Shell Linking Security to Human Rights in Nigeria” [CSULB Electronic Reserves]
Wednesday, November 29: discussion groups

Week XV:
Monday, December 4: Mock trial: multinational corporation and issues of environmental protection and human rights

Readings: Briefs of the mock trial lawyers
Wednesday, December 6: Discussion groups/deliberation
Week XVI:

Monday, December 11: final exam review
Wednesday, December 13 final exam review
FINAL EXAM: Monday, December 18: 10:15-12:15 (ECS-105)
-8/24/2006
-
-
-
-

