 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1euthanasia/assisted suicide
At Beneficence Hospital in New Orleans, the day after Katrina struck, the hospital is flooded in the first several floors. It has only limited emergency power running on generators with little fuel left, no refrigeration, and limited food and water for the patients and hospital staff. Dr. Jack considers whether he should administer lethal injections of morphine to the patients in the worst condition, those who had little hope of survival anyway. This will preserve limited supplies for those who have a chance of recovery after they are rescued. Should Dr. Jack administer the lethal injections?
Stem cell research
Congressman Jones voted against the legislation to permit embryonic stem cell research funded with federal funds, as he believes such research involves the immoral taking of human life. When the legislation passed and President Bush vetoed it, the Congressman voted to sustain the President's veto. His ten-year-old son has juvenile diabetes . A year after these votes, embryonic stem cell research funded by California taxpayers makes a break-through discovery to treat childhood diabetes, which would eliminte his son's dependence on insulin shots. Should the Congressman take his son to their personal physician to get the new treatment? If the physician found embryonic stem cell research immoral for the same reasons as the Congressman, should the physician prescribe the treatment anyway?
Living organ donation
Sam Scientist, an internationally respected cancer researcher, has a brother Fred who is in desperate need of a kidney transplant. He has been unable to find a match from a deceased donor, but Sam is a perfect match. Fred is a convicted murderer sentenced to life without parole. Before turning to a life of crime, Fred dropped out of high school to work menial jobs to help pay for Sam's college education. Should Sam make a living organ donation to Fred to save Fred’s life?
