 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

Judith Tannenbaum, “Robert Mapplethorpe: The Philadelphia Story”
(1) 
In the public and political controversies over the Mapplethorpe and “NEA Four” art, what similarities do you see with the attitudes toward art in Nazi Germany? What differences do you see in these situations?

(2) 
The “pledge” required by NEA after 1989 (p. 75) was struck down in a Federal court decision in 1991, Bella Lewitsky v. Frohnmayer (754 F.Supp. 774). What reasons could you give to support the government in requiring that pledge? What reasons could you give to strike down that pledge? 

(3) 
What procedures and standards do you believe are appropriate for the government to take in deciding how to spend the taxpayers’ money in support of art?

(4) 
What values and principle should American museums promote in deciding what art to display? What values and principles should the NEA promote in deciding what art to display?

(5) 
If you were the director of the Corcoran, would you have displayed the Mapplethorpe exhibit? What would be the pros and cons of your decision?

