 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

John Stuart Mill, “On Liberty”
Chapter I.
(1) What is the one simple principle Mill proposes in this chapter?

(2) What activities to restrict freedom are appropriate by the government, and under what circumstances? Which circumstances are inappropriate for government restrictions on freedom?

(3) What activities are appropriate in a non-governmental setting to effect the conduct of others?

(4) Based on his position in Chapter I, what would his position be on so-called “victimless crimes,” such as not wearing your seat belt, or using drugs, or eating too much? Is there such a thing as a victimless crime?

(5) What exceptions does he make to his basic principle? What government interference with human liberty might be justified based on those exceptions?

(6) What is the nature of genuine freedom, for Mill?

Chapter II.
(7) Why is liberty of the press important, to Mill?

(8) Why is freedom of opinion for all persons important, to Mill? Summarize, in your own words, his four major reasons.

(9) Using Mill’s positions in Chapter I and II, what would he say about the following types of speech, and whether it should be protected free speech:

(A) speech which is offensive to most people

(B) speech which is defamatory, ruining the public reputation of a person

(C) speech which incites people to riot and destroy the property of others

(D) treasonous speech which advocates the overthrow of the U.S. government

(E) obscene art which shows only adult persons

(F) obscene art which uses child actors

(G) political speech which is demonstrably false

(H) speech about religious views which many consider blasphemous and insulting to their personal religion

