 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

Mary-Margaret Goggin, “‘Decent’ vs. ‘Degenerate’ Art: The National Socialist Case”
(1) 
What goals for “true German art” did Hitler hold? Do any of these goals seem like worthwhile standards for artistic value in other times and other circumstances? Which goals do you reject as appropriate and worthwhile standards today, and why?

(2) 
Why did Hitler object so strenuously to the “modern art” of his era in the 1930s and 1940s? What characteristics was he able to exploit to promote his political goals? 

(3) 
What is the relationship between art and morality, according to the Nazis? According to contemporary political figures? According to your own views? 

(4) 
Goggin identifies several inconsistencies in the aesthetic standards of the National Socialists. What are they? Which views do you consider the most defensible, and why?

(5) 
What are traits of “bad art” in the Nazi Degenerate Art exhibit? What can you say in defense of the art that is criticized in the Degenerate Art exhibit?

(6) 
What comparisons does Goggin make between the view on art of the Nazis and contemporary political figures in the United States? Are those comparisons fair and accurate? Identify additional examples of contemporary dialogue about art that support these comparisons. Identify counter-examples which tend to disprove them.

