 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:

Ted Cohen, “High and Low Art, and High and Low Audiences”
(1) How would you define “high art”? What are examples of what you consider “high art”? Do you enjoy any of these examples yourself? 

(2) How would you define “low art”? What are examples of what you consider “low art”? Do you enjoy any of these examples yourself?

(3) What does Cohen mean by “double appeal”? Can you think of other examples of works of art that seem to have this double appeal (other than his example of North by Northwest)? How would you explain this “double appeal” for those examples? Are all audiences really appreciating the “same” work? What do you mean by the word “same”?

(4) How does Cohen seem to understand these terms: “commercial,” “vulgarity,” “snobbishness”? How do you understand them? 

(5) Especially for student artists: who is your audience, as an artist? What do you think of Cohen’s four proposals in answer to this question of audience (p. 138, 1st col.)

(6) Can good artists also strive for commercial appeal? Is “artistically valuable” art inconsistent with “commercially successful” art? Give examples of works which are one or the other, but not both. Give examples of works which are both. Why do some people look down on “commercial success”? Are works which appeal mainly to “low” audiences mainly commercially successful, but not artistically valuable? Are works which appeal mainly to “high” audiences mainly artistically valuable, but commercial failures? Think of examples that would support those conclusions, and counter-examples which don’t.

(7) What does Cohen mean by a “bilateral” work? (P. 141) Give examples of works which appeal to very different audiences, both “high” and “low”. What do they share that enables them to appreciate the same work? Is it something about the audience that is shared? Something about the work that is shared?

SUGGESTIONS FOR USING COHEN IN YOUR FIRST PAPER ASSIGNMENT:
(1) Describe elements of the work which seem to make it “high art.” Describe elements which seem to make it “low art.”

(2) Consider why a “low” audience would like it. Consider why a “high” audience would like it. Describe specific characteristics of the work and the hypothetical audiences to support this.

(3) Consider whether it is “artistically valuable” and why. Consider whether it is “commercially successful” and why.

(4) What audience(s) did this artist seem to have in mind in creating/performing this work?

(5) Is this a “bilateral” work? Explain why you think it would appeal to very different audiences, both “high” and “low”?

