Discussion Questions: Bakhtin and Popular Culture by Mikita Hoy

1. Bakhin writes: “texts continue to grow and develop even after the moment of their creation… they are capable of being creatively transformed in different eras, far distant from the day and hour of their original birth.”  Can you think of examples of texts whose meanings have changed radically when put into a different historical context?   Discuss, for example, Baz Lehrman’s version of Romeo and Juliet or Ian Holmes’ Richard III.  What is meant by “camp”?  What is a “camp sensibility”?  Explain the concept of camp in terms of the above quote.

2. Hoy writes: “Everything has to have a comic double, in text, and in reality.”  Discuss a comedian or group with which you are familiar in terms of how that group deals with are “serious” institutions or concepts.  For example, Monty Python takes on religion; Bill Maher takes on politics; Woody Allen takes on anti-Semitism, etc.  Identify instances when you think a comedian had gone “too far.”   Are there any institutions or ideas which you consider to be “off limits” for comedic treatment?

3. Discuss the discourse of the rap artist as the “discourse of the hysteric.”   How is rap music “transgressive?”   How does rap music illustrate the concept of “stream-of-consciousness?”  How does rap music relate to Hoy’s explanation of hysteria—the connection between the carnivalesque and madness?  What are some of the characteristics that rap music shares with punk?  Discuss the similarities and differences in the clothing “fashion” of each movement.  What societal values are being rejected as reflected in the “fashion” choices?  

